
TO: Sunshine Coast Daily 
FROM: Buddies member Fergus FitzGerald 
DATE: March 2016

Response to grass-roots groups on refugees and mosques:  
Group talks refugees, mosques; by Sunshine Coast Safe Communities

The article on 16 March, quotes a spokesperson from Safe Communities 
Australia incorrectly asserting that: “Refugee Buddies, a pro-refugee 
pressure group, had …in the past declar[ed] Australia as ‘the most 
depraved of all nations in the world in the way we treat refugees’”.

   In fact, Buddies was quoting a prominent church leader (Fr Rod Bower) 
when posing a question to four candidates for federal parliament at a recent 
public meeting to inquire into their views on asylum seeker and refugees 
issues.

The actual question posed was:

“Are you concerned about the following statement made recently by a 
leading clergyman?

  ‘If the protection of our borders requires the:

   • incarceration of babies,

   • sexual abuse of children,

   • rape of women, and

   • murder of men,

   then we are, of all nations, the most depraved.’

If you are concerned about this view of our nation, and the resultant nation-
wide campaign of civil disobedience by doctors, nurses, teachers, religious 
leaders and others, what will you do if you are elected to represent us in 
federal parliament?”

Fr Bower’s statement is deliberately provocative. What stunned many 
attendees at the meeting was the equally provocative response by one of 
the candidates (Ted O’Brien, LNP Fairfax), who hectored the meeting about 
his pride and patriotism to this great nation of Australia. He completely 
missed the point that growing numbers of traditionally conservative and 
law-abiding members of our society, such as church leaders, are so 
outraged by the government’s inhumane treatment of asylum seekers, 



including infants born in Australia, they are prepared to break the law.

   Fr Bower’s statement is very much in accord with statements made by 
more than 100 nations condemning Australia’s current human rights record, 
particularly its treatment of asylum seekers, at the United Nations 4-yearly 
review of human rights late last year.

   One of the other federal candidates at the Buddies meeting (Bill Gissane, 
ALP Fisher) offered a more considered response to the question. He noted 
that Fr Bower’s statement reflected the ‘conscience of the nation’ and that 
urgent changes were needed to the more draconian aspects of the current 
government’s asylum seeker policies to restore our once proud place 
amongst progressive nations of the world.


