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Dear Sunshine Coast Buddies, 
  
Please accept our deep and sincere gratitude for the amazing generosity, kind heart and 
support you have provided to the Romero Centre and its people seeking asylum. We have 
been truly moved by your donations and we have been overjoyed to see some of you face to 
face when you were dropping off goods to the Romero Pantry. Our community is our 
inspiration and you are truly among the leaders!!! 
  
Just to give you all a little update on where things are at the Romero and how your donations 
have been supporting people seeking asylum: 
  
Between July 2018 and March 2019, Romero Centre supported  700 people, one quarter of 
all people seeking asylum in Queensland. In the financial year 17-18, Romero staff delivered 
1,918 case coordination sessions with individual clients/families and is on track to clock up 
more than this in the current financial year, sitting at 1,731 as of April 2019. Romero has 
delivered 139 activities sessions for people seeking asylum in this financial year, as of April 
2019.  Romero’s Migration Advisor has spent 307.58 hours assisting people seeking 
Romero’s support with visa and asylum seeker services and we have distributed 1304 food 
and toiletry parcels within this financial year. 
  
Romero facilitates access to housing/home by connecting people seeking asylum in need 
with appropriate community-sourced free accommodation.  Since July 2018 Romero has 
provided a roof over a head for 141 individuals and ensured 250 people still could pay their 
rent. In the same period Romero has supported 137 families to send their children to school 
and 63 people to get employment. Just during the last 2 weeks we have placed in 
accommodation 27 individuals and have welcomed 3 babies being born to a parents without 
any income or Medicare. 
  
While the statistics Romero produces are powerful, the most important way it measures 
success is with stories of the people Romero supports. Selena* recently accessed Romero’s 
services for assistance with a permanent residency visa. Selena is the primary carer for her 
son, an Australian citizen, however her case for permanent residency stalled, and she was 
close to deportation. This could have caused Selena to be separated from her small child. 
Romero’s Migration Advisor helped Selena with her application, and secured a letter of 
endorsement from an MP, resulting in her receiving her permanent residency visa.  
  
Sunshine Coast Buddies have been a part of all that we do and this includes: supplies for 
our pantry, payment for emergency accommodation for over 12 women and 6 children, 
payment for electricity for a family of 6, and a car registration for a person seeking asylum 
who needed the car for employment. 
  
There are no words to express the gratitude that we carry to be passed onto you on behalf of 
Romero’s people. You really make a difference. The truth is that we, Romero, cannot do 
much without you as you are the caring, compassionate act and we are just your ‘hand’. 
  
See below some of our photos and a sample of feedback we have received on your behalf 
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Thank you so much!!!! 
  
On behalf of people seeking asylum and Romero staff, 
  
  
Beata 
Beata Ostapiej-Piatkowski  
Romero Centre Manager 
  
 


