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Muslim population does not make us a target

Keith Whiteside’s Islamophobic rants are as tiresome as they are ignorant. 
His attack on Malcolm Turnbull’s assertion that Australia is indeed a 
successful multicultural nation is based on nothing more than his usual 
prejudice and cherry-picking of the facts (Daily, September 18).

Yes Keith, Islamic terrorists are a threat, as are all terrorists. It’s a threat we 
have learnt to live with, just as we have learnt to live with the threat posed 
by state-sanctioned nuclear arsenals which could wipe out millions of us at 
any time.

Australia has not become an Islamic terrorist target because we have 
welcomed Muslims into our society. We are a target because we have allied 
ourselves with the United States, the British and the French who have 
aggressively invaded, occupied, rearranged and exploited the Middle East 
for centuries and have bred a smouldering resentment in a populace that 
unlike us has no resort to an exorbitantly generous taxpayer-funded military.

Last year alone the US dropped over 23,000 bombs on Muslim-majority 
countries. This year and next year will be no different. Over four million 
Muslims have lost their lives in the United States’ War on Terror. Every bomb 
drop breeds a new wave of despair and hatred and spawns another batch 
of recruits to the terrorist cause.

This is what is driving the terror threat. It has nothing to do with religion. 
It has nothing to do with the fact that a small number of Muslims, like all 
religious groups, have been welcome to practice their religion in our country.

Our multiculturalism is our strength. We cannot let small-minded bigots take 
it away from us.

Terrorism will only end when Western nations stop committing it.


