
Buddies
Supporting refugees

ABOUT BUDDIES
The Buddies Refugee Support Group 
is a Sunshine Coast group which 
advocates for just and compassionate 
treatment of refugees, consistent with 
the human rights standards which 
Australia has developed and endorsed.
We support policies towards refugees 
and asylum seekers that reflect 
respect, decency and traditional 

Australian generosity to those in need, 
while advancing Australia’s international 
standing and national interests.
We are an independent community group 
and meet on the 4th Sunday of each 
month at 11am, 24 King Street Buderim.
Confidentiality
Your email address is completely confidential. 
The Bulletin is sent Bcc [Blind carbon copy] 
and no-one else sees your email address.

www.refugeebuddies.org.au

Buddies
Supporting refugees

To contribute to Buddies
Buddies’ fundraising contributes to refugee 
and asylum seeker support. You can direct 
debit to: SUNCORP BANK, BSB 484-799
ACCOUNT NO: 605927994
ACCOUNT NAME: BUDDIES REFUGEE 
SUPPORT GROUP
Or you can contribute to ‘The Box’ at our 
meetings and events. Your donations are 
much appreciated by those we help.

WEB
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/australasia/australias-a555m-cambodia-solution-settles-just-four-
refugees-in-the-impoverished-asian-country-10298372.html

buddies bulletin

It was announced with great fanfare, but a deal 
to resettle unwanted refugees in Cambodia 

has resulted in just four people volunteering to 
move to the impoverished country, and it seems 
unlikely more will follow.

The four who touched down in Phnom Penh – 
three Iranians and a Rohingya from Myanmar – 
were among nearly 700 people being held in an 
Australian-run detention centre on the remote Pacific 
island nation of Nauru. Although Tony Abbott’s 
conservative government has kept its promise to 
“stop the boats”, it still faces the problem of what 
to do with asylum-seekers who arrived before the 
drawbridge went up.

The migrants cannot settle in Australia despite being 
assessed as genuine refugees for fears of sending 

the wrong signal to other desperate people who might 
try to reach this resource-rich nation where 23 million 
people occupy a land mass nearly the size of the US. 
They are not permitted to settle on Nauru either.

The Australian government has painted an absurdly 
rosy picture of life in Cambodia. It calls the country 
safe, diverse and democratic, with high-quality 
healthcare and almost no violent crime. No mention 
is made of poverty, corruption, human rights abuses 
or sky-high unemployment.

Australia’s “Cambodia Solution” has been widely 
condemned. Phil Robertson of Human Rights Watch 
Asia expressed concern about “the safety of the 
refugees who are essentially human guinea pigs 
in an Australian experiment”. The deal amounted 
to “bribing poorer countries to take obligations that 
Australia wants to evade”.

$55.5m 
Cambodia deal 

settles just  
four refugees

Kathy Marks 
The Independent, UK 

8 June 2015

FRIDAY 12 JUNE 2015

The refugees are guarded by Cambodian officers as they arrive at Phnom Penh
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For your DIARY...
 Sunday 14 June, 9am-5pm

MDA Welcome Fest, free event
(see right)

 Saturday 20 June, 11am
World Refugee Day Rally Brisbane (see below)

 Sunday 28 June, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim
Chairperson: Brenda Smith brendaldryburgh@
hotmail.com

 Sunday 19 – Friday 24 July
Learn English Holiday program
kaylaszumer@gmail.com 5476 8910

 Sunday 26 July, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim
Guest speaker: Chilemwa Harriet Nkowane-Poole
Solicitor and migration agent assisting Buddies

MDA’S WELCOME FEST
Celebrating refugee 
communities -  
free community event
Sunday 14 June, 9am-5pm 
Annerley Soccer Club fields, Ridge and Juliette 
Streets, Greenslopes, Brisbane

Let’s show our multicultural communities what a 
big heart Brisbane has by attending the largest 
welcome festival for new arrivals in Australia – 
WELCOMEfest 2015.

A free and vibrant community event, WELCOMEfest 
brings Brisbane’s diverse cultural communities 
together to create welcome, discover cultures and 
celebrate everyone’s contribution to multicultural 
Australia.

As part of the World Refugee Week celebrations, 
WELCOMEfest allows you to travel around the world 
in one day without hopping on a plane! Experience 
world culture through: international cuisine; music 
and dance performances; DJs; workshops and 
displays; a dynamic sports program; engaging 
children’s activities; and so much more.

With over 17,000 people attending each year, 
WELCOMEfest has become one of Australia’s 
largest multicultural festivals and is one of the 
sunshine state’s signature community events.

WELCOMEfest 2015 is proudly presented by MDA 
and supported by Brisbane City Council and the 
Queensland Government.

WEB
https://mdaltd.org.au/welcomefest

THIS WEEK’S ATTACHMENTS
– Refugees: Dispelling the myths 
(updated versions of both print 
and email flyers)

WORLD REFUGEE DAY RALLY
Saturday 20 June, 11am 
King George Square, Brisbane
The refusal of Tony Abbott to do 
anything to help the estimated 
8000 Rohingya asylum seekers 
and others has taken Australia’s 
harsh anti refugee policies to a new 
low. Australia’s encouragement to 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand 
to keep turning the boats back can 
only mean death, especially for the 

persecuted Rohingya minority of Burma.

The government’s tough deterrence policies have a 
human cost. Reza Berati was brutally murdered while 
in Australian care. Hamid Khazaei died because 
of systemic medical neglect. Children and others 
have been sexual and physically abused on Nauru 
Thousands of lives are being slowly destroyed by the 
mental torture of endless detention. 

It’s time to start WELCOMING REFUGEES. JOIN US 
ON WORLD REFUGEE DAY AND SAY:

Let them land let them stay • Humanitarian 
assistance for Rohingyans now • Settlement of 
refugees out of Indonesia now • Close Nauru and 
Manus hellholes now • End mandatory detention 
• No TPVs • Respect refugee rights!

WEB
http://www.rac-qld.org/#!campaigns/c1gbp

Cartoon by Lindsay Foyle
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 TELEVISION AND COMPUTER
Nadir, our Hazara asylum seeker friend 
who is currently facing deportation in 
August, has been provided with furnished 
accommodation by the Jubilee Parish in 
Brisbane. He is grateful for the assistance 
he’s received and is not asking for anything 
further, but if we can, we would like to offer 
him a computer and a television. These will 
help fill the hours and distract his thoughts 
from the dire situation he finds himself in. 

If anyone can help with either of these 
items, please contact Fergus Fitzgerald 
fergfitzgerald7@gmail.com 0458 880 572. 

 WORK OPPORTUNITY
Our Sri Lankan asylum seeker friend, Abdul 
(who has lived in Coolum with his AHN 
hosts, Russell and Gayle for the last few 
years) has recently had his Bridging Visa 
extended for another twelve months and for 
the first time since his arrival in Australia has 
now been granted work rights.

Abdul was a practising accountant in Sri 
Lanka and hopes to be able to study and 
upgrade his qualifications here. Meanwhile, 
he is prepared to work in any field and is 
actively seeking work wherever he can 
find it. He is young, fit and hardworking. 
He has very good English and has his own 
transport. 

If you know of someone who might be able 
to assist Abdul in his quest for work, please 
contact him at ahhasbullah@yahoo.com 
0405 030 825.

 VOLUNTEERS TO ANSWER 
WEBSITE PHONE QUERIES
Buddies has established a rotating roster 
to handle the phone queries which come in 
via our website. At any one time, the phone 
numbers of two members are listed on 
the website. No names are shown and the 
numbers are rotated every six months. The 
quantity of calls varies, but the average is 
around one a week, so not an onerous task. 
We would like a few more people to join this 
roster. 

If you’d be happy to take a turn, please 
contact Scott Grimmett buddies@
scottgrimmett.id.au 5445 5497.

CROWD FUNDING: FOR THE 
DOCUMENTARY ‘STOP THE BOATS’
Simon Kurian, Indiegogo
Stop the Boats is a feature documentary 
that looks at the plight of asylum seekers 
who arrive by boat on Australian shores. 

After eight months of production, it is now in its 
final stages of filming. We have a few more weeks 
of filming left and we plan to be ready for release 
in July 2015. The film was self-funded and we are 
seeking through this crowd funding campaign your 
support towards post production expenses of this 
film. Every dollar you contribute will go a long way in 
helping us complete this film.

WEB
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/stop-the-
boats#/story

FROM OUR PETITION IN MAY: 
REVIEW THE PROTECTION 
APPLICATION OF AKBAR SHARIATI
Change.org, 7 May 2015
WEB

https://www.change.org/p/minister-please-
review-my-protection-visa/u/11016753?tk

LETTER TO WRITE: BLOCK THE USE OF 
FORCE BILL
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre
The Government is continuing its push for ever-
more punitive, coercive powers against asylum 

seekers. The Migration Amendment (Maintaining the 
Good Order of Immigration Detention Facilities) Bill 
2015 currently before Parliament will give detention 
centre officers essentially unchecked power to use 
force against asylum seekers in any circumstance 
they think reasonable, which may include, for 
example, breaking up a peaceful protest. This is more 
power to use force than is granted to prison officers.

Detention guards who use excessive force will 
effectively be immune from legal action except in the 
rarest of circumstances. This virtually gives them the 
green light to use force without fear of repercussions.

More than 180 people and organizations have 
expressed grave concerns to a Senate Inquiry about 
this Bill. In response, the Liberal-majority Senate 
Committee waved it through. We now need to work 
together to stop it getting through the Senate - write 
to Labor and Crossbench senators today and tell 
them you don’t support asylum seekers being put at 
more risk of harm.

WEB
http://www.asrc.org.au/useofforce
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Pre-dawn terror: The beginning 
of Operation Nauru Babylift
Pamela Curr, Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre, Melbourne, 4 June 2015
In the MITA camp at Broadmeadows, more than 
20 guards swarmed into the family and single 
compounds in darkness, banging on doors, waking 
people and taking them out without warning. 
Frightened people were marched to the gates and 
into a van as guards hurriedly shoved their few 
possessions into plastic bags.

When the others in the MITA realised what was 
happening terrible distress broke out. These are the 
families who were violently and brutally removed from 
Darwin in April. 

WEB
http://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2015/06/15-06-04-P-Curr-Nauru-
Babylift.pdf

Australian officials paid people 
smugglers to turn back
Topsfield, Whyte and Rompies,  
Sydney Morning Herald 10 June 2015
Thousands of dollars were paid to the captain and 
crew of a boat carrying asylum seekers, who were 
then returned to Indonesia, according to passengers 
and an Indonesian police chief. The six crew members 
said they had been given $US5000 each by Australian 
officials.  Sixty-five people who were seeking asylum in 
New Zealand had their boat intercepted by Australian 
navy and Customs officials in late May. The crew were 
apprehended when they arrived at the island of Rote 
and are being processed for smuggling offences.

WEB
http://www.smh.com.au/national/australian-
officials-paid-people-smugglers-to-turn-back-to-
indonesia-says-police-chief-20150609-ghk63g.
html

Australia slashes $55m in aid to 
Myanmar
Sarah Whyte 
The Canberra Times, 8 June 2015
The Three Millennium Development Goal Fund, 
Myanmar’s largest development organisation, has 
accused Australia of slashing nearly $55 million to 
its health care program as a result of the Abbott 
government’s latest cuts to foreign aid. The Fund has 
announced that Australia will not be contributing an 
allocated $54.9 million to the organisation.

WEB
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/federal-politics/
political-news/australia-slashes-55m-in-aid-to-
myanmar-development-fund-says-20150608-
ghj67w.html

Gag orders make it impossible  
for doctors to do their job
Louise Newman 
The Conversation, 9 June 2015
Doctors and health professionals have  
always faced ethical dilemmas when choosing 
to work in the immigration detention system. The 
majority do so with the aim of providing high-quality 
care to a vulnerable group. But from July, doctors 
will no longer be able to fulfil their ethical obligations 
to report mistreatment of detainees. Under new 
legislation, with the support of both major parties, 
health professionals may be sentenced to two years 
in jail for the unauthorised disclosure of information 
about conditions in detention centres.

While it has always been hard to work with 
immigration, it may now be impossible.

WEB
http://theconversation.com/detention-gag-orders-
make-it-impossible-for-doctors-to-do-their-
job-42809
Contributed by Val Ross
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Peter Dutton overreaches on 
Triggs and Hanson-Young
Michael Gordon 
Sydney Morning Herald, 5 June 2015
It says a great deal about the state of relations 
between the government and the country’s human 
rights watchdog that a cabinet minister would call a 
media conference and launch a blistering attack on 
its head without checking the facts of the issue.

Had Peter Dutton’s office make some cursory checks, 
it would have been established that Australian Human 
Rights Commission president Gillian Triggs did not 
link the deaths of Bali drug smugglers Chan and 
Sukumaran to the Abbott government’s policy of 
turning back the boats. The minister would have been 
better advised to establish the facts.

WEB
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-
news/peter-dutton-overreaches-on-gillian-triggs-
and-sarah-hansonyoung-20150605-ghhxes.html

SATIRE: THE ONLY PERSON ON NAURU 
BEING ADEQUATELY MONITORED
The Backburner, 5 June 2015
Shocking reports of spying from guards within the 
Nauru detention centre have revealed that Greens 
Senator Sarah Hanson-Young was the only person 
within the facility who was having their health and 
wellbeing adequately monitored.

Revelations include that Hanson-Young 
had her sleeping arrangements and life 
within the facility constantly monitored 
by specially posted guards. “It’s a duty 
of care, really” said one Nauru Guard. 
“You can’t just have someone inside 
a facility such as this, one which can 
cause extreme mental anguish, and not 
constantly monitor their wellbeing.”

WEB
http://www.sbs.com.au/comedy/
article/2015/06/05/sarah-hanson-young-only-
person-nauru-being-adequately-monitored

Immigration confirms Hanson-
Young was spied on
Sarah Whyte 
Sydney Morning Herald, 9 June 2015
Sarah Hanson-Young was spied on during her visit 
to Nauru by at least one Wilson Security officer 
who may have had a “brain explosion”, directly 
contradicting comments by Immigration Minister 
Dutton, who has said that the spying claims were 
“complete nonsense”, labelling Senator Hanson-
Young as an “embarrassment to this country”.

WEB
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-
news/immigration-department-confirms-sarah-
hansonyoung-was-spied-on-20150609-ghk0kr.
html

SATIRE: GILLIAN TRIGGS ACCUSED 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS
The Shovel, 8 June 2015
Human Rights Commissioner Gillian Triggs 

has been looking out for the welfare of others, it has 
been alleged. Immigration Minister Peter Dutton has 
laid out damning evidence that suggests Professor 
Triggs has a long history of human rights. As recently 
as last week it is claimed she spoke out on behalf 
of a minority group. If found guilty of human rights, 
Professor Triggs could be forced to step down from 
her role as Human Rights Commissioner.

WEB
http://www.theshovel.com.au/2015/06/08/gillian-
triggs-accused-of-human-rights
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WOMEN OUTFRONT CONCERT: 
DONATING FUNDS TO BUDDIES
The dynamic Maleny based Women OutFront gave 
a very generous donation to Buddies from money 
they raised recently at their vibrant Peace Together 
concert. Their concert was inspired by their strong 
and optimistic desire for compassionate treatment of 
asylum seekers and to promote a willingness to see 
ourselves as a ‘peace of the puzzle’. Women OutFront 
formed around twenty years ago and provides an 
avenue for women to live their dreams through the 
performing and living arts and to promote equality and 
fairness.

The concert was an inspiring evening of enthusiastic 
and dedicated people and was a sell-out performance 
with a group of immensely talented entertainers. These 
consisted of: Bianca Mackail, aerialist; Scattered 
People with the Sweet Chilli Choir; the Sylph Circus 
Performance Troupe,  a Refugee Story; the African 
Savannah Jazz Dancers; Lizzie O’Keefe and Linsey 
Pollak combining the sounds of endangered and 
extinct animal and bird sounds; Vix and the Slick Chix, 
blues, soul and R&B music.

A group of artistic members 
of Women OutFront created a 
striking stage backdrop of a 
heart made from bamboo. There 
was also a beautiful eye-catching 
model boat (pictured) made by 
this creative team of women, of 
black bamboo bound with twine 
to which material strips with 
peoples’ dreams for their future, 
were added. To the boat was 
attached a dramatic sail made 
from recycled fabric pieces that 
were naturally dyed using avocado seed and skin, 
turmeric, berries, rust, indigo and mordants (vinegar 
and nut milk). They were boiled, sun dried, hammered 
and buried over weeks to achieve beautiful, worn 
earthy tones. The pieces were then hand stitched 
together over many hours to create the sail.  

It was a very special evening and Buddies wishes to 
express its warmest  thanks.
Contributed by Audrey Raymond

USC DIVERSITY WEEK: 
OPENING UP CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 
CHILDREN IN DETENTION CENTRES AND 
THE WORK OF BUDDIES
During May the University of the Sunshine Coast 
(USC) celebrated Diversity Week, a university-led 
initiative which encourages creative conversations 
about equity and inclusion. As a Buddies member 
and a student at USC, I had the privilege of 
organizing a stall to promote the work of Buddies 
and raise awareness about the ‘Teddies without 
Borders Project.’  

Thank you to those Buddies ladies, armed with 
knitting needles and teddy bears, who came 
along to help out.  I’m please to say that we raised 
$150 from the sale of scarves made by Buddies 
members and some teddy bears made available 
for sale.  This money will go towards Go Cards for 
local refugees.  

We secured some funding from the university 
to purchase balls of wool and were able to give 
away knitting patterns and wool to students and 
staff.  This was a great way to encourage curious 
people to stop and make enquires.  The stall 
looked so beautiful with all the teddies displayed 
and was indeed a creative way to open up the 
important conversations about asylum seekers 
and refugees.  We also signed up 5 new members 
who are interested in joining Buddies!

Thanks to all who supported this initiative!
– Natalie Alexander

Reports

Thank you to Faye Laurie and the ladies at Caboolture 
Uniting Church and Buddies member Ruth Simon for 
knitting the teddies on the frame – now to be distributed  
to children on Nauru.

Scattered People


