
Buddies
Supporting refugees

ABOUT BUDDIES
The Buddies Refugee Support Group 
is a Sunshine Coast group which 
advocates for just and compassionate 
treatment of refugees, consistent with 
the human rights standards which 
Australia has developed and endorsed.
We support policies towards refugees 
and asylum seekers that reflect 
respect, decency and traditional 

Australian generosity to those in need, 
while advancing Australia’s international 
standing and national interests.
We are an independent community group 
and meet on the 4th Sunday of each 
month at 11am, 24 King Street Buderim.
Confidentiality
Your email address is completely confidential. 
The Bulletin is sent Bcc [Blind carbon copy] 
and no-one else sees your email address.

www.refugeebuddies.org.au

Buddies
Supporting refugees

To contribute to Buddies
Buddies’ fundraising contributes to refugee 
and asylum seeker support. You can direct 
debit to: SUNCORP BANK, BSB 484-799
ACCOUNT NO: 605927994
ACCOUNT NAME: BUDDIES REFUGEE 
SUPPORT GROUP
Or you can contribute to ‘The Box’ at our 
meetings and events. Your donations are 
much appreciated by those we help.

WEB
http://www.sunshinecoastdaily.com.au/news/the-taliban-will-kill-me-if-im-sent-home/2679585/

buddies bulletin

IF NADIR Sadiqi is sent home, there’s no two 
ways about it, he will be killed. The Afghani 

refugee, who currently lives on the Sunshine 
Coast, has already been told by the Taliban he 
will be executed on his return to the country.

The Hazara refugee has had all his appeals to remain 
in Australia denied and has been told he will have to 
return to Afghanistan by August 6.

There his father was murdered and his two brothers 
captured, presumably killed, from their home in the 
1998 Taliban massacre.

He has already been warned by the Taliban he will 
be executed on arrival because of his refusal as a 
young man in 2009 to join up to fight Western forces, 
including Australia.

Former Sunshine Coast solicitor Terry Boyce has 
watched Mr Sadiqi beg for his life in an interview with 
immigration officials.

“The official was saying it was safe to go back to 
Afghanistan. He said again and again, ‘please, I beg 

you, I beg you for my life”, Mr Boyce said.

His plight has worsened thanks to an Immigration 
Department error in February last year which saw 
his and 10,000 other asylum seekers’ details leaked 
online. Days later, he received a direct death threat 
from the Taliban telling him he would be killed on 
return to Afghanistan.

Sunshine Coast refugee group Buddies is desperately 
trying to stop Mr Sadiqi’s deportation. They have 
come to know the softly-spoken 30-year-old as a 
hard-working person who has made the effort to learn 
English and adapt to the Australian way of life.

Mr Boyce has seen the rifle mark scars on Mr 
Sadiqi’s head from where was savagely beaten and 
left for dead for refusing to fight in the Taliban.

Tony Abbott’s election platform to return the boats 
and take a tough stance on refugees has come to 
haunt Mr Sadiqi. Under recent amendments to the 
Migration Act, he was told his visas were valid until 
August 6 and then he had to leave the country.

(continued on page 6)
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what’s on

For your DIARY...
 Sunday 28 June, 11am

Buddies meeting, 24 King St, 
Buderim. 
. Chairperson: Brenda Smith 

brendaldryburgh@hotmail.com
Guest speaker: Deborah Rays (see right)

Thursday 2 July, 7-9am
Footpath protest outside Peter Duttons electoral 
office (see below)

Sunday 19 – Friday 24 July
Learn English Holiday program
kaylaszumer@gmail.com 5476 8910

Sunday 26 July, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim
Guest speaker: Chilemwa Harriet Nkowane-Poole
Solicitor and migration agent assisting Buddies
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GUEST SPEAKER AT THIS SUNDAY’S 
BUDDIES MEETING: DEBORAH RAYS
My name is Deborah and I’m a nurse in Brisbane. 
Three years ago, I joined the Australian Homestay 
Network to offer my home to their refugee program. 
Numerous refugees have stayed in our home since 
and I keep in contact with many of them in my 
spare time. 

The circumstances of a Rohingya boy 
named Dollah (pictured) really touched 
my heart  and in September 2014 I visited 
Bangladesh to find and deliver some 
material help and comfort to his family. 
I had followed their distressing story in 
Sittwe Myanmar for several years, as 
their house was destroyed, and they fled, 
became sick, and had family members 
arbitrarily thrown into prison. 

This is the story of the true refugee and represents 
many thousands of people in that region. Such 
people, like those marooned at sea recently, 
highlighted the terrible plight of the Rohingya. 

I was humbled by the danger and the terrible 
poverty they live with daily and I am glad for 
the opportunity to share with you some of the 
people I met and some of the things I saw in that 
unforgettable country, Bangladesh.

WEB
http://www.gympietimes.com.au/news/dollah-
gets-his-bike/2300510

Deborah Rays with some Rohingyan refugees in Bangladesh

7am - 9am, Thursday 2 July,  
Footpath at 199 Gympie Rd, Strathpine
Refugee Action Collective Qld
A petition signed by more than 65,000 people 
calling for the immediate closure of the Manus and 
Nauru detention centres was tabled in June. The 
UN Committee Against Torture said conditions for 
asylum seekers on Manus Island and Nauru amount 
to “cruel, inhuman, and unlawful” punishment.

How long will it be before Peter Dutton gets the 
message that Manus and Nauru must be closed 
immediately? 

Come to this protest and help us get the 
message to Peter Dutton: Close 
Nauru and Manus Now!

This protest will be held during the 
morning peak hour so bring a big 
clear sign to show the passing traffic 
how you feel. Come for 2 hours or 
just 15 minutes. Call Mark on 0439 
561 196 for more info.
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 HOMESTAY HOSTS FOR NEXT LEARN 
ENGLISH HOLIDAY
Sunday 19 – Friday 24 July

If you would like to host an asylum seeker from 
Brisbane, please contact Kayla Szumer on 
kaylaszumer@gamil.com 5476 8910, 0427 380 235.

 WORK OPPORTUNITY
Our Sri Lankan asylum seeker friend Abdul has 
recently had his bridging visa extended for another 
twelve months and for the first time since his arrival 
in Australia has now been granted work rights.

Abdul was a practising accountant in Sri Lanka and 
hopes to be able to upgrade his qualifications here. 
He is prepared to work in any field and is actively 
seeking work. He is young, fit and hardworking. He 
has very good English and has his own transport. 

If you know of someone who might be able to assist 
Abdul in his quest for work, please contact him at 
ahhasbullah@yahoo.com 0405 030 825.

 VOLUNTEERS TO ANSWER WEBSITE 
PHONE QUERIES
Buddies has a rotating roster to handle phone 
queries which come in via our website. At any one 
time, the phone numbers of two members are listed 
on the website. No names are shown and numbers 
are rotated every six months. Calls vary but average 
around one a week, so it’s not an onerous task. We 
would like a few more people to join this roster. 

If you’d be happy to take a turn, please contact Scott 
Grimmett buddies@scottgrimmett.id.au 5445 5497.

 MORE NAMES FOR OUR ‘BUDDIES FOR 
BUDDIES’ LIST
Buddies maintains a B4Bs spreadsheet which lists 
any Buddies members who are happy to have their 
contact details included. This greatly assists in 
facilitating easier communication between members. 
This list is opt-in only. If you would like to be 
added to our B4Bs list, please contact Nettie Knox 
nb.knox1@bigpond.com 5445 8425.

  WORK OPPORTUNITY
Dear Buddies, We are interested to discover 
if you have skilled migrants who might intern 
with our small Noosa based company. We are 
a web design, graphic design and marketing 
company.  We understand there are skilled 
migrants who need support in building their 

local experience and opportunities to work here. 

Please get in touch if our request is of interest. Many 
thanks, Helen Zelinski, Helen@dmsg.com.au

WEB
http://digitalmarketingstrategygroup.com.au 

EMAIL TO SEND: This bill could kill
GetUp!
They’re the laws that will allow security 
guards to “beat asylum seekers in detention 
to death”, according to a former Victorian 
Supreme Court judge. The Maintaining 
the Good Order of Immigration Detention 
Facilities Bill will give broad powers to 
security guards, allowing them to use force against 
asylum seekers being held in detention centres. 

This bill is being debated in the Senate right now. 
The Labor Party, Senator Madigan and Senator 
Leyonhjelm have already said they’ll vote no, but the 
other members of the crossbench have not declared 
how they will vote. If a few more crossbench senators 
promise to vote against the bill, the Government may 
well give up trying to pass this dangerous legislation. 

Please write to your crossbench senator calling 
on them to vote against the bill.

WEB
https://www.getup.org.au/campaigns/refugees/
force-bill-crossbench/this-bill-could-kill

PETITION TO SIGN: Bring baby 
Asha back to Australia 
from Nauru ASAP
Paul Knight 
Change.org, 15 June 2015
Baby Asha was born in detention in Australia and 
transferred to Nauru despite warning to government 
that move would be potentially catastrophic.  

Sarah Hanson-Young said she has written to the 
immigration minister Peter Dutton, asking him to act 
immediately to remove the baby from Nauru.

“The parents of baby Asha are so desperate that 
they are considering suicide. This is the human 
tragedy of Australia’s asylum seeker detention 
policies.  This family were awaiting specialised 
trauma counselling and medical treatments when 
they were forcibly removed to Nauru last Thursday.”

WEB
https://www.change.org/p/peter-dutton-mp-
minister-for-immigration-and-border-protection-
bring-baby-asha-back-to-australia-from-nauru-
asap-and-do-not-transfer-any-other-babies-to-
nauru? 
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CHANELLE’S 
ANTHOLOGY
Our asylum seeker friend from 
Caloundra, Chanelle (Cleo 
Patra) has published her 
completed anthology online 
and invites us to check it out!

Cleo Patra is an aspiring 
writer who happens to be 
physically challenged and 
has dysarthria. Her book, 
Sunset, Sunrise, Sunset; 
Soon A New Day Will Dawn, is her debut in the 
poetry genre. Her poetry reflects her responses to 
life experiences, indifferent decision-making and the 
struggles of romantic relationships for a physically 
challenged woman. Cleo Patra hopes the reader 
will find her poetry easy reading; expressing with 
words the emotions of the highs and lows of life.

This book is available for download with iBooks on 
your Mac or iPad and iTunes on your computer.

WEB
https://itunes.apple.com/au/book/sunset-
sunrise-sunset-soon/id1002422800?mt=11

Campaign to nominate Gillian 
Triggs as Australian of the Year
Julie Power 
Sydney Morning Herald, 17 June 2015
A Facebook campaign that Central Coast firefighter 
Jeff Sundstrom has launched to encourage the public 
to nominate Gillian Triggs as Australian of the Year has 
attracted nearly 11,100 likes, more than half within a 
day of its launch. Another Facebook page, the Gillian 
Triggs Appreciation Society, has received 15,000 
likes. It calls on its members to stand their ground 
“against the bullies in the Abbott government”.

WEB
http://www.smh.com.au/national/social-media-
campaign-to-nominate-human-rights-president-
gillian-triggs-as-australian-of-the-year-gains-pace-
20150617-ghq6gd?stb=twt
Contributed by Diana Woolley

Paediatrician may face 
prison for speaking out 
about Nauru
Joanne Shoebridge, ABC News 
Online, 19 June 2015
He’s a highly regarded paediatrician but 
the suffering he saw on Nauru left him 
with nightmares. But as of next month 
Professor David Isaacs could face two 
years jail if he speaks out about it.

In May the Border Force Act quietly 
passed both houses of parliament and became law. 
Now teachers, doctors and security staff could be 
subject to two years jail if they speak publicly about 
what they witnessed. “It’s the sort of thing you might 
have expected in a very right wing, almost fascist 
country, certainly not our so-called democratic 
country,” Professor David Isaacs said

WEB
http://www.abc.net.au/local/
stories/2015/06/19/4258214.htm

Massive NSW solar-powered 
glasshouse to employ refugees
Jackson Vernon 
ABC News Online, 21 June 2015
Construction is underway on Australia’s biggest 
glasshouse, in the New South Wales Hunter Valley, 
which is solar powered and already providing 
employment opportunities for new migrants and 
refugees, who will be among the 125 workers 
employed at the glasshouse.

Dutch investor Cor Disselkoen has developed 
glasshouses throughout the Netherlands and has 
brought in materials and labour for construction here.

WEB
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-21/massive-
solar-powered-glasshouse-in-nsw-to-employ-
refugees/6561424

Kenyan refugee Tilahun Mengistu is already employed 
catering for the construction crews. 
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First Dog on the Moon, 10 June 2015
Simply complete this questionnaire to see if you’re 
a monstrous moral vacuum suitable for a job at the 
Department of Immigration and Border Protection.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2015/jun/10/want-a-job-that-
pays-good-money-join-the-department-of-
immigration?CMP=soc_567
Contributed by Ted Webber

Religious protesters removed 
from Parliament House
James Glenday 
ABC News Online, 17 June 2015
Nuns, a bishop and other church leaders have 
been booted out of Parliament House after urging 
Tony Abbott to have a “come to Jesus moment” 
on asylum seeker policy. About 30 to 40 protesters 
formed a circle and began singing in the middle of 
the building’s main foyer around lunchtime. They 
refused to leave despite being warned by security 
guards. The protesters were then forcibly removed 
but no one was charged.

WEB
http://junkee.com/forty-christian-leaders-
just-shut-down-parliament-house-to-protest-
australias-treatment-of-asylum-seekers/59507
Contributed by Grant Allen

Shoes thrown at Dutton at 
refugee welcome ceremony
Jorge Branco  
Brisbane Times, 14 June 2015
The man charged with throwing his shoes at Peter 
Dutton has put out a statement accusing the 
Immigration Minister of hypocrisy.

Ocean View man David Sprigg, who described 
himself as a horticulturist, said the action was 
a protest against human rights abuses against 
refugees. “It is hypocritical for Peter Dutton to 
appear at a festival welcoming refugees when his 
government continues to lock up indefinitely asylum 
seekers who have committed no crime, and turn 
back boats at sea who are attempting to seek refuge 
in Australia,” he said.

WEB
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/
shoes-thrown-at-immigration-minister-peter-
dutton-in-brisbane-20150614-ghnl1t.html
Contributed by Diana Woolley

Protesters rally in Brisbane for 
World Refugee Day
Kristian Silva, Brisbane Times, 20 June 2015
About 400 protesters took to the streets of Brisbane 
on Saturday to mark World Refugee Day and 
condemn the Government for its treatment of asylum 
seekers. The peaceful march through the CBD shut 
down parts of Adelaide, Charlotte, Edward and 
George streets at lunchtime as the crowd chanted 
for Australia’s borders to be opened and refugees to 
be allowed in. “Say it loud, say it clear, refugees are 
welcome here,” they yelled.

WEB
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/
protesters-rally-in-brisbane-for-world-refugee-
day-20150620-ght3hv.html
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Buddies Save Nadir campaign

Nadir (second from left) and Buddies member Terry Boyce (right)
during one of their many media interviews!

UPDATE FROM THE BUDDIES SAVE NADIR 
PLANNING GROUP
The campaign has been well and truly launched! It 
began with a front page headline and an excellent full 
page article on page 4 of Saturday’s Sunshine Coast 
Daily (see page 1). 

It was followed by appearances by Nadir and Buddies 
member Terry Boyce on local radio and television on 
Monday and Tuesday. Radio appearances included 
92.7 MixFM live from the Ettamogah Pub with Caroline 
Hutchinson and ABC Coast FM with Annie Gaffney. 
Television appearances included Win News and the 
local Channel 7 News. 

A national petition has been launched on Change.org 
(see above right) and is rapidly attracting signatures 
from all around the country. An appointment is being 
sought with federal member for Fisher Mal Brough in 
the hope he will bring pressure to bear on immigration 
minister Peter Dutton, who is the person with the 
authority to reverse the decision to deport Nadir. 

Letters are being sent to prominent people, both 
locally and further afield, and invites are going out 
to churches and community groups to enlist further 
support. If you know of groups we could contact or 
have other ideas to contribute, please contact Terry 
Boyce terry.b3@bigpond.com 0408 150 588 or 
Fergus FitzGerald fergfitzgerald7@gmail.com 
0458 880 572.

We will be looking for your support to help ensure 
the continued reach of this campaign. 

PETITION TO SIGN: GRANT A 
PERMANENT PROTECTION  
VISA TO NADIR SADIQI
THE campaign to help stop Nadir’s 
deportation and almost certainly save 
his life is escalating. Buddies has a petition on 
change.org to be sent to Immigration Minister 
Peter Dutton. It asks Mr Dutton to “please grant a 
Permanent Protection Visa to Nadir Sadiqi”.

“Don’t send him back to Afghanistan to almost 
certain death,” it reads. “He is in this situation 
because he refused to fight for the Taliban, our 
common enemy.”

Mr Sadiqi’s story of how he fled Afghanistan after 
he was nearly beaten to death for refusing to join 
the Taliban was revealed in Saturday’s Sunshine 
Coast Daily. It gained 350 supporters in one day.

WEB
https://www.change.org/p/hon-peter-dutton-
mp-please-grant-a-permanent-protection-
visa-to-nadir-sadiqi-don-t-send-him-back-to-
afghanistan-to-almost-certain-death-he-is-
in-this-situation-because-he-refused-to-fight-for-
the-taliban-our-common-enemy?

“The Temporary Safe Haven visa 
prohibits him from applying for any 
other visa, unless the Minister ‘lifts 
the bar’,” Mr Boyce explained. “This 
is even though there is a clear case 
the government is in contravention 
of its non-refoulment obligations 
under the United Nations 
International Refugee Convention.

Buddies has also approached Member for Fisher, Mal 
Brough for assistance in May.

“I understand that the Department is reconsidering 
Mr Sadiqi’s claims to engage Australia’s protection 
through an International Treaties Obligations 
Assessment (ITOA) process,” Mr Brough said.

The Daily’s attempts to ask Immigration Minister Peter 
Dutton why Mr Sadiqi was being sent back did not 
produce answers.

“Australia does not return asylum seekers to their 
countries of origin until all claims for protection have 
been fully considered,” a spokesman said. “All claims 
for protection are assessed on their individual merits 
in accordance with Australia’s domestic legislation 
and non-refoulement obligations, under international 
treaties and the Refugees Convention.”

IF NADIR IS SENT BACK 
TO AFGHANISTAN,  
HE WILL BE KILLED
(continued from page 1)

A huge thank-
you goes out to 
David Walters for 
his donation of a 
computer for Nadir, 
to John & Sue Ennis 
and Fergus FitzGerald & Libby Morrison 
for providing lifts to and from Brisbane 
for Nadir, and to the many other Buddies 
members who have offered assistance.


