
Buddies
Supporting refugees

ABOUT BUDDIES
The Buddies Refugee Support Group 
is a Sunshine Coast group which 
advocates for just and compassionate 
treatment of refugees, consistent with 
the human rights standards which 
Australia has developed and endorsed.
We support policies towards refugees 
and asylum seekers that reflect 
respect, decency and traditional 

Australian generosity to those in need, 
while advancing Australia’s international 
standing and national interests.
We are an independent community group 
and meet on the 4th Sunday of each 
month at 11am, 24 King Street Buderim.
Confidentiality
Your email address is completely confidential. 
The Bulletin is sent Bcc [Blind carbon copy] 
and no-one else sees your email address.

www.refugeebuddies.org.au

Buddies
Supporting refugees

To contribute to Buddies
Buddies’ fundraising contributes to refugee 
and asylum seeker support. You can direct 
debit to: SUNCORP BANK, BSB 484-799
ACCOUNT NO: 605927994
ACCOUNT NAME: BUDDIES REFUGEE 
SUPPORT GROUP
Or you can contribute to ‘The Box’ at our 
meetings and events. Your donations are 
much appreciated by those we help.

buddies bulletin

On July 1 the Australian Border Force Act 
2015 came into force. On the same day 40 

people who were working in Australian detention 
centres on Nauru and Manus Island signed an 
open letter of protest to the Prime Minister and 
Minister for Immigration and Border Protection.

They attacked the provision that forbids them to speak 
publicly about abuses of human rights.  The penalty 
for doing so is two years in jail. They also dared the 
Government to prosecute them for writing the letter.

Such letters reflect the writers’ deep disquiet and 
considerable bravery. The disquiet is justified. Enquiries 
and reports have shown Australia to be in breach 
of the International Convention on torture, and have 
highlighted the way in which human beings are 
damaged in detention centres.  

As a Catholic priest I all too slowly became aware of 
the defects in church governance and culture that 
led to so many children being abused and the crimes 

against them being kept secret. So I am horrified that 
the Government should impose this culture of silence 
on detention centres by legislating to ensure that sexual 
abuse and other crimes are kept in-house.  

There are disquieting parallels between the purpose 
of this and other recent legislation. In nations like Nazi 
Germany, Stalinist Russia and Apartheid South Africa, 
and Chile and Argentina under the Generals, evidence 
of gross violation of human rights through arbitrary 
detention, beatings, rapes, torture  and murder in places 
of detention came to light only when the regimes that 
practiced them fell. All these regimes ensured that their 
security apparatus could act in secrecy, and prevented 
information from leaking out.

People will say that this can never happen in Australia – 
our national virtues and institutions will prevent it. So will 
the decency of the officers working in detention centres. 
But this is what people said in South Africa, Chile, 
Germany and Russia.  
Contributed by Grant Allen
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The Border 
Force Act’s 
disquieting 

parallels
Andrew Hamilton 

Eureka Street 
5 July 2015

WEB
http://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=45107#.VZyzMmC-6-J



what’s on

For your DIARY...
 Sunday 19 – Friday 24 July

Learn English Holiday program
kaylaszumer@gmail.com 5476 8910

Sunday 26 July, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim
Guest speaker: Chilemwa Nkowane-Poole
Solicitor and migration agent assisting Buddies

Sunday 23 August, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim
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THIS WEEK’S ATTACHMENTS
– Letter to Hockey and Abbott
– June finance report

PETITION TO SIGN: STOP HUMAN RIGHTS 
ABUSES IN DETENTION –  
RATIFY OPCAT
John-Paul Sanggaran 
CommunityRun, June 2015
Countries simply agreeing not to 
torture and to respect human rights 
doesn’t work, especially for people 
that are in detention.

The OPCAT is a UN treaty that Australia has 
signed up to that would ensure national and 
international monitoring of people in these 
vulnerable situations. The transparency this 
creates acts as a deterrent to violating human 
rights in the first place. It is much harder to torture 
and abuse people when you are being watched.

The OPCAT has bipartisan support, but has not 
been put into effect. Australia has sat on it since 
2009.

Help us help Australia act ethically and responsibly 
by putting in place measures to prevent torture 
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.

WEB
https://www.communityrun.org/petitions/
ratification-of-the-optional-protocol-to-the-
convention-against-torture
Contributed by Freddie Steen

LETTER TO SEND: JOE HOCKEY AND 
TONY ABBOTT, YOUR ASYLUM SEEKER 
POLICIES ARE COSTING US DEARLY
Attached is a letter to send to treasurer 
Hockey and prime minister Abbott. You 
may also send it to shadow treasurer, 
Chris Bowen. Send it as is, or adapt 
it to suit. It’s better, if possible, to 
personalize it through making a few 
additions and/or changes here and 
there. But if you are pressed for time, a copied 
letter is always better than no letter!

Joe Hockey MP
J.Hockey.MP@aph.gov.au

WEB
https://www.pm.gov.au/contact-your-pm

The Hon. Tony Abbott MP, Prime Minister
Parliament House 
Canberra, ACT 2600

Chris Bowen MP
Chris.Bowen.MP@aph.gov.au

P.O. Box W210 
Fairfield West  NSW 2165

Thanking you,  
Audrey and the Lobby Group

 BUDDIES STALL HOLDERS
MooFest has invited Buddies to be a stall holder. 
MooFest is a Mooloolah Valley  music festival planned 
for 5 September. This could be both a fundraising 
and awareness-raising opportunity for any interested 
Buddies. If you have ideas, please contact Scott 
Grimmett for the festival info pack via buddies@
scottgrimmett.id.au or call 0427 364 802.

SBS documentary ‘Go back to 
where you came from’ resumes
Series Three will be screened at 8:30pm on 
Tuesday 28, Wednesday 29 and Thursday 30 July

WEB
http://www.sbs.com.au/programs/go-back-to-
where-you-came-from
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Our SAVE NADIR campaign is well into 
its third week and is continuing to gain 
momentum. Our online petition has now 
surpassed 6000 signatures. We’re starting to 
secure national media coverage, beginning 
with an interview on Channel Ten’s The 
Project on Friday 10th at 6.30pm.
We’ve written an open letter which we’re sending out 
to around sixty well-known refugee advocates and 
prominent Australians and we’re hopeful at least half of 
them will add their name to it.

Some early responses to our initial approaches:

From Bruce Haigh
I will do all I can. Let me know if there is something 
specific I can do. 

From Thomas Keneally
I’m happy to sign, and to add if any use. ‘We read 
today of the Minister’s willingness to intervene 
positively in the case of two Tongan boys due to 
be deported. The cause was their special talent for 
football. They have our congratulations. But in the case 
of Nadir, we have someone who chose not to fight for 
our enemies, who would not fight for those who killed 
Australian troops. 

How can we now send him back to punishment at 
the hands by our own stated enemies and his, and 
consider we still possess national honour? In the 
anniversary of Anzacs, what would the Anzacs think of 
such a gross betrayal of a friend?’ 

From Rosie Scott
Nice to hear from you even if your message is so sad 
and urgent. I’ve signed the petition, posted the story 
on the ‘A Country Too Far’ Facebook  and sent it to 
my Hazara friend and journalist Abdul Karim. 

If you want to send an open letter of support I will be 
very happy to sign – I am happy to lend my name in 
any other way. Good on you for trying to save this poor 
man. 

From Mark Isaacs
I'd be happy to help. I'm currently in Jaffna so can't 
make any media appearances. Anything else you'd like 
me to do? 

From Phillip Adams
Forgive me for not getting back to you pronto. But this 
dilapidated broadcaster has been overwhelmed by 
another perfect storm of political crises. 

I know the story of Nadir Sadiqi and, yes, should have 
done something about it on LNL. But the demands on 
the little program are immense and we can't always 
manage. 

Thanks for the prompt. I'll try in other ways.  

There are also many wonderful comments of support 
on our petition. Here is just one such example:

From Robin Dobson
I have met and spent time with Nadir on several 
occasions through my involvement with Buddies. He 
is an exceptionally lovely man, quiet and gentle, with 
a wife and three children whom he hasn't seen for five 
years because he was forced to leave them and flee 
for his life!! 

I believe Nadir would make an excellent citizen of 
Australia. In the time he has been here, which includes 
two years in detention centres, he has learned English 
and speaks it well and has done his very best to fit in 
to our culture.  This man, through no fault of his own 
whatsoever, has experienced enormous suffering. 
He is on our side! He confronted the enemy (Taliban) 
against which Australians were fighting in Afghanistan. 

I implore the Minister to grant Nadir the permanent 
residency status he so richly deserves. To consign this 
decent, resilient, long-suffering man to probable death 
by forcing his return to his homeland is unthinkable 
and unAustralian. I am terribly ashamed that 
representatives of my country would even consider 
such an action. What have we become???

SIGN THE PETITION
https://www.change.org/p/the-taliban-want-to-kill-
this-man-save-him-from-deportation

HELP PREVENT NADIR'S DEPORTATION!
Let our government know that we don’t want 
our country sending people  
back to persecution  and  
risk of death. Buddies

Supporting refugees

And lastly, while our federal member for Fisher, Mal 
Brough, doesn’t appear to be highly concerned 
about the threat Nadir is facing, he is however 
very preoccupied with the ‘threat’ faced by those 
residing in his electorate!

Fear and loathing 
north of Brisvegas
Crikey, 6 July 2015
LNP MP Mal Brough indulges 
in a bit of terrorism fear 
mongering in his Sunshine 
Coast electorate. This flyer 
was sent out to residents 
of his electorate of Fisher 
recently. The locals were 
informed through a “national 
security update” that ASIO 
had more than 400 high-
priority terrorist investigations 
on the go, and “our agencies” 
had thwarted three terrorist 
plots already this year. 

WEB
http://www.crikey.com.au/2015/07/06/fear-and-
loathing-north-of-brisvegas
Contributed by Diana Woolley
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Cruel and costly: boats policy 
sinks to a new low
Hugh de Kretser 
Sydney Morning Herald, 1 July 2015
Legislation rushed through the Federal Parliament last 
week represents a new low in the seemingly bottomless 
pit of radical measures employed by successive 
Australian governments to prevent asylum seekers 
arriving by boat from seeking Australia’s protection.

The new laws aim to shore up the offshore processing 
regime against a High Court challenge brought by the 
Human Rights Law Centre in May on behalf of a group 
of vulnerable people, including children and a baby, 
who face imminent return to detention on Nauru.

WEB
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/great-and-fair-
nation-lacks-basic-decency-20150630-gi15n8

Former SAS commander breaks 
silence on Tampa
Adrian Raschella 
ABC News Online, 8 July 2015
Former Defence Force personnel have spoken out 
about the Tampa and children overboard affair, 
accusing the Howard government of manipulating 
events for political purposes. In August 2001, the 
Norwegian freighter Tampa rescued 438 Afghan asylum 
seekers and was then refused entry into Australian 
waters.

The former second-in-command of the SAS counter-
terrorism squad, Labor MP Peter Tinley, says sending 
SAS troops in to deal with the Tampa was a complete 
overreaction. “I can’t help but feel the PM John Howard 
viewed the SAS as something that would resonate 
politically to the message of border security,” he said.

WEB
http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2011-07-07/former-
sas-commander-breaks-silence-on-tampa/2785164

SATIRE: Party championing 
freedom of speech makes it illegal 
to report abuse

The Backburner, 1 July 2015
Reports from Parliament House in Canberra 
have confirmed that the Coalition, who have 
spent much of their time in government agitating 

for free speech reform, have passed the contentious 
Border Force Act, which criminalizes the reporting of 
abuse in detention centres.

WEB
http://www.sbs.com.au/comedy/article/2015/07/01/
party-championing-freedom-speech-makes-it-
illegal-report-abuse

Secrecy laws condemned by 
world medical body
Paul Farrell 
The Guardian, 3 July 2015
The World Medical Association has condemned new 
secrecy laws in Australian detention centres, and called 
on the PM to amend the new laws to allow staff to 
speak out about the healthcare of asylum seekers.

On Wednesday, more than 40 doctors, nurses, 
teachers and humanitarian staff who have worked in 
Australian immigration detention centres wrote an open 
letter to the federal government in an unprecedented 
show of unity. The offence came into force on 
Wednesday as part of the newly formed Australian 
Border Force..

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/
jul/03/australian-detention-centre-secrecy-laws-
condemned-by-world-medical-body
Contributed by Diana Woolley
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Refugees treated like convicts, say 
protesters in Brisbane
AAP 
Yahoo 7 News, 2 July 2015
The federal government has been accused of 
sending Australia back to the dark days of convict 
settlement with its inhumane asylum seeker policies.

A group of about 40 protesters gathered outside 
Immigration Minister Peter Dutton’s office in 
Strathpine, north of Brisbane, on Thursday. While 
many were there to voice opposition to the newly 
enforced Border Force Act, others said they were 
maintaining a long-held stance against the federal 
government’s legislative stance.

The Australian Border Force legislation came into 
effect on1 July and contains a provision that “an 
entrusted person” must not disclose protected 
information. A breach of the provision can result in 
two years in jail.

Frederika Steen, 70, migrated to Australia from 
Holland with her family after World War II, before 
going on to work as an immigration official in the 
`80s.

She said Australia’s current policies on asylum 
seekers and refugees were “trashing hope” for those 
seeking a new life.

“In terms of human rights, this is the blackest period 
in the Australian history since the convict days,” she 
said. “But if laws were relaxed, refugee families could 
settle and contribute economically to the growth of 
the nation.”

Organiser Paul McKinnon of the Refugee Action 
Collective said the message to the minister was loud 
and clear.

“You ought to be ashamed of yourself,” he said. “The 
lot you’re putting in practice is beneath what human 
beings ought to be doing.”

Refugee advocate David Sprigg – the man accused 
of throwing his footwear at the immigration minister 
at a welcoming ceremony – also attended.

WEB
https://au.news.yahoo.com/qld/a/28641747/
refugees-treated-like-convicts-protesters

David Spriggs, the refugee advocate charged over throwing 
shoes at Peter Dutton, says he’d do it again.

Spending $400K per person per 
year makes no business sense
Adam Schwab 
Business Review Weekly, 24 June 2015
Instead of spending of $2 billion annually imprisoning 
people (at $400,000 per person) in places like Nauru 
and Manus Island, we could be investing far less in 
migrant centres to help people become part of our 
economy (a fantastic example is the Asylum Seeker 
Resource Centre in Footscray). 

Opening our doors will create jobs and improve 
services for the community and increase living 
standards for all Australians. Have a look at this 
website’s famous Rich List, which acknowledges some 
of Australia’s greatest job and wealth creators, like 
Frank Lowy, Harry Triguboff, David Teoh, Kerr Neilson, 
and Jack Cowin, who just happened to be migrants.

WEB
http://www.brw.com.au/p/business/
why_spending_year_business_keep_
V9mM6AYWvp2yHZ5gXATaMK

#BringBackAsha 
campaign gathers 
momentum
News.com.au, 3 July 2015
If A five-month-old girl was being 
kept in a leaky tent surrounded 
by rats anywhere in Australia, she 
would be taken into government 
care. But this is government care, 
albeit 4500km from the mainland.

Asha, whose pixelated face 
appeared on placards at snap rallies 
in Melbourne and Sydney this week, 
sleeps on a wet mattress. Her tent 

leaks “constantly”, according to her family’s lawyers.

THIS IS THE REALITY ON NAURU — AND IT’S NO 
PLACE FOR A FIVE-MONTH-OLD GIRL.

WEB
http://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/
bringbackasha-campaign-gathers-momentum-as-
government-attempts-to-silence-doctors/story-
fnq2o7dd
Contributed by Audrey Raymond
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Minutes of Buddies 
meeting - 28 June 2015
Chairperson: Brenda Smith, minute 
taker: Audrey Raymond 
Apologies: Sue Ennis, Penny Rivlin, Sheila 
Merriman, Carmel Dobson, Lindel Greggery, Terry 
Boyce, Mataji Barran

A moment of silence was held to think about Nadir, and 
other asylum seekers in a similar position to him.

Guest speaker:  
Deborah Rays gave a most moving and informative talk 
about her experience of having asylum seekers staying 
with her. In particular she spoke of her first experience of 
hosting two young men, one of whom was Rohingyan 
asylum seeker, Dollah from Bangladesh. She bravely 
decided to go to Bangladesh against advice. However, 
she persisted and after many hairy experiences she 
succeeded in meeting his mother and siblings and was 
able to take them many badly needed gifts. Her message 
was that to offer hospitality to asylum seekers is 
enormously rewarding and she wished more Australians 
could actually meet asylum seekers as they would 
become much more sympathetic towards them.

Save Nadir campaign: 
Bronwyn Bell spoke about Buddies’ efforts to campaign 
on behalf of Nadir which included a front page article 
about him in the Sunshine Coast Daily and radio and TV 
appearances. We are promoting a petition on Change.
org aiming for at least 5,000 signatures. Terry Boyce is 
trying for more media coverage.

Lobby Group: 
Audrey delivered minutes from last meeting and 
read letters to Peter Dutton and Joe Hockey which 
Buddies were encouraged to sign and forward to them. 
Suggestions were made from the floor about taking out 
a full page open letter in one of the national newspapers 
and also to use Facebook for crowd funding.

Finance: 
Fergus FitzGerald presented the monthly financial report 
(attached) and drew attention to the pleasing increase 
in our income due to fundraising and donations. He 
made particular mention of Kendall and Yokki who he 
thanked for working tirelessly to raise funds for Buddies. 
He then presented a report on our annual income and 
expenditure, followed by an explanation of the need to 
raise considerable funds for our growing legal support of 
10 asylum seekers. Fergus then asked the room to give 
its approval to a donation of $500 to Deborah Rays for 
her work with Rohingyans. This was agreed.

Incorporation: 
Garry Bates presented an update which will be published 
in the Bulletin (see 3 July Bulletin). He informed the 
meeting that Terry had provided all legal options 
for incorporation, however had resigned from the 
incorporation working group before the drafting of the 
constitution.

Garry went on to say that one of the asylum seekers 
we have been helping had to pay for an AFP medical 
certificate which entailed having blood tests and an X-ray 
which he had to pay for himself. He pointed out that 
such expenses would arise for other asylum seekers we 
are trying to help to get their temporary visa and hoped 
that Buddies might help them financially. They would also 
need to have their Go Cards topped up because of the 
travel involved in having to go to Brisbane to get these 
medical certificates and he hoped again that Buddies 
might feel they could help with their travel expenses too.

Other business:
Patrick Buick announced that he was looking for homes 
for some good quilts which should go to genuinely needy 
people.

Margaret Landbeck reported that she had spoken 
that morning at her local church about Nadir and had 
obtained over 90 signatures in support of him, together 
with a donation for Buddies.

Bronwyn thanked Carmel Dobson for all her effort in 
putting on a successful fundraising concert, which was 
much appreciated.

Rada Van Der Werff told the meeting about the success 
of one of the asylum seekers she has had to stay in 
finding work. However she also reported the concerning 
news that a couple in BITA with a new baby are being 
pressured to accept resettlement in Cambodia and that 
the mother had been put on a suicidal alert. There was 
concern as the resettlement program in Cambodia is 
supposed to be on a voluntary basis.

Next Meeting: 
Sunday 26 July, chairperson: Kayla Szumer, minute 
taker: Audrey Raymond

The Rohingya well project
DEBORAH RAYS spoke at our June Buddies meeting 
about the incredible suffering of the Rohingya she has 
met in refugee camps in Bangladesh. Buddies donated 
$500 for use towards a Rohingya project of Deborah’s 
choice.

“I was blown away to receive a donation for this work, 
thank you so very much. Many unregistered Rohingya 
in this area in refugee camps have no access to 
clean water, so it’s likely I’ll use it to build a well! The 
Rohingya young people who are uni students there 
have an organization called Greenleaf, and I’m currently 
in discussions with them about it. They are excited! 
After building it, I’ll ask them to erect a sign saying 
donated by the Buddies Refugee Support Group, 
Sunshine Coast, Australia.”


