
Buddies
Supporting refugees

ABOUT BUDDIES
The Buddies Refugee Support Group 
is a Sunshine Coast group which 
advocates for just and compassionate 
treatment of refugees, consistent with 
the human rights standards which 
Australia has developed and endorsed.
We support policies towards refugees 
and asylum seekers that reflect 
respect, decency and traditional 

Australian generosity to those in need, 
while advancing Australia’s international 
standing and national interests.
We are an independent community group 
and meet on the 4th Sunday of each 
month at 11am, 24 King Street Buderim.
Confidentiality
Your email address is completely confidential. 
The Bulletin is sent Bcc [Blind carbon copy] 
and no-one else sees your email address.

www.refugeebuddies.org.au

Buddies
Supporting refugees

To contribute to Buddies
Every cent goes to asylum seeker or 
refugee support. You can direct debit 
to: SUNCORP BANK, BSB 484-799
ACCOUNT NO: 605927994
ACCOUNT NAME: BUDDIES REFUGEE 
SUPPORT GROUP
Or you can contribute at each meeting 
to “The Box”. Your donations are very 
greatly appreciated by those we help.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/apr/15/australia-prepares-to-send-first-refugees-from-nauru-
to-cambodia-within-days
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buddies bulletin

Refugees to go 
from Nauru 

to Cambodia 
within days

Paul Farrell and Lauren Crothers, 
Guardian Australia: 

15 April 2015

The Australian government has chartered a 
plane to move the first group of refugees 

from Nauru to Cambodia within days as part of 
a $40m resettlement deal, sources on the island 
have said.

Several letters were reportedly distributed by 
Australian immigration staff to refugees on Nauru 
and a spokesman for the International Organisation 
for Migration has confirmed it is sending an official to 
Nauru.

“We will send an official to Nauru in the coming days 
with the expectation of possible movements but don’t 
have any further information for the moment,” he said.

The letters handed out to refugees offer them an 
opportunity to settle in Cambodia, where they will 
be eligible for citizenship in seven years. It says the 
refugees will be able to send their children to school 

and will be given support including cash and a bank 
account, assistance finding work, income support, 
language training and health insurance.

One refugee living in the community on Nauru who 
received the letter told Guardian Australia: “The 
letter was very confusing because it didn’t mention 
anything exactly. They said support but the people 
don’t know what exactly they mean by support.”

It is unclear how many refugees have accepted the 
offer. Guardian Australia is aware of at least one 
family confirmed on the flight manifest.

Numerous aid groups have warned the Australian 
government that Cambodia is ill-equipped to take 
on refugees because it has a poor human rights 
record and widespread poverty. Critics of the deal, 
including human rights groups in Cambodia, argue 
the developing nation is poorly suited to accept and 
support refugees. 

The deputy prime minister of Cambodia Sar Kheng, and minister for immigration 
Peter Dutton signed a memorandum of understanding o migration in March.
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For your DIARY...
 Sunday 26 April, 11am

Buddies meeting, 24 King St, 
Buderim
Chairperson: John Ennis 
ourteacherjohn@gmail.com 5441 
6437

Guest speaker: Liam Mayo – Buddies funds 
assisting MDA (see right)

 Thursday 7 May, 10am-1pm
USC BBQ picnic – Botanical Gardens, Tanawha

 Sunday 24 May, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim
Guest speaker: Garry Bradford – Recent visit to 
Thai-Burma border area

 Sunday 14 June, 9am-5pm
MDA Welcome Fest, free event
Annerley Soccer Club fields, Brisbane

THIS WEEK’S ATTACHMENTS
– Tanawha picnic invitation

USC BBQ/PICNIC 
TANAWHA BOTANICAL GARDENS
Thursday 7 May, 10.30am
Buddies are combining with University 
Sunshine Coast lecturer Tara Gamble 

and her first year Health Science students to host 
a picnic for asylum seekers and refugees on the 
coast.  See attached flyer.

Please invite asylum seekers and refugees you 
know to attend this event and if you are able to bring 
them along, let me know, so we have an idea of the 
numbers attending. Refugees and asylum seekers 
in Brisbane are very welcome if you can arrange 
transport for them. Also, let me know if you’re able 
to provide a lift to the picnic and back to asylum 
seekers and refugees living locally.

Much thanks, Bronwyn Bell belz@squirrel.com.au 
5445 3727.

GUEST SPEAKER AT THE NEXT 
BUDDIES MEETING: LIAM MAYO – MDA
Liam is the Manager of Emergency Relief, 
Donations and Partnerships at the Multicultural 
Development Association (MDA) in Brisbane. 
He works with corporate, private, community 
and faith-based partners to provide multifaceted 
support to MDA’s client delivery programs. This 
support varies from in-kind and financial support 
through to the donation of household items and 
foodstuffs.

Liam has dedicated his career to working in the 
asylum seeker and refugee space and has a vast 
experience working both at a client delivery level 
and at program management.

Liam has a background in international relations, 
ethics and human rights and has worked in 
several developing nations in the sphere of 
community development.

Come and hear firsthand from someone at the 
coalface and learn more about MDA’s support 
of asylum seekers and refugees in the Brisbane 
community. Liam will also report on the projects 
that Buddies monthly donations to MDA are 
supporting, including the Buddies Scholarship 
training programs, which are aimed at increasing 
the employment readiness of asylum seekers.

All Buddies are invited. Please bring a plate of 
finger food to share.

RECLAIM YOUR VOICE ALBUM
A project initiative by Andy Busuttil of Blue 
Mountain Sound has resulted in a fantastic CD 
of music protesting the treatment of asylum 
seekers in detention. All of the $25 purchase 
price (+2.50 p&h) goes to the Asylum Seeker 
Resource Centre in Melbourne. Listen to 18 

tracks at the Soundcloud web address. 

To purchase, email Andy at  
andy@bluemountainsound.com.au.

WEB
https://soundcloud.com/blue-mountain-sound. 
Andy and Reclaim Your Voice have raised more 
than $8,000 for the ASRC over the past year.

Liam Mayo (second from left) discusses life in 
Rockhampton with (from left) Mohammad Nasim 
Hassani, Handeepan Balendra, Taqi Khalili, Ramazan 
Ali Hussaini and Ghulam Reza Rohani.

WANTED: HOMESTAY HOSTS FOR NEXT 
LEARN ENGLISH HOLIDAY
Proposed date 19 – 24 July
If you would like to host an asylum seeker from 
Brisbane, please contact Kayla on kaylaszumer@
gamil.com 5476 8910, 0427 380 235
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Fifty photos from Nauru
Vlad Sokhin – ‘No way but Nauru’ 
April 2015
Vlad has recently visited Nauru and taken photos 
of the island and its people. There are no photos 
from inside the detention centre, but his pictures 
give an idea of life for the locals and the refugees 
who are being settled on Nauru.

WEB
http://www.vladsokhin.com/work/no-way-but-
nauru/#1
Contributed by Lou Walsh

Migrant boat capsize off Libya 
leaves 400 dead
Agence France-Presse/Reuters 
ABC News Online, 15 April 2015
About 400 migrants have died in an attempt to 
reach Italy from Libya when their boat capsized. The 
tragedy was the latest in the Mediterranean where 
the death toll from shipwrecks has surged this year. 
The boat, carrying about 550 migrants, flipped about 
24 hours after leaving the Libyan coast, according 
to some of the 150 survivors who were rescued and 
brought to a southern Italian port on Tuesday.

WEB
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-15/migrant-
boat-capsize-off-libya-leaves-400-dead/6393300

Plan to send asylum seekers back 
to Iran would risk lives
Mandie Sami 
ABC News Online, 13 April 2015
Iranians living in Australia have condemned the 
Australian Government’s attempt to strike a deal 
with Tehran to take back Iranian asylum seekers not 
found to be refugees. The Iranian government has a 
long-standing practice of not accepting failed asylum 
seekers. But on the weekend Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott confirmed Australia is trying to strike a deal 
with Iran to change that policy.

WEB
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-13/iranians-
condemn-governments-plan-to-send-asylum-
seekers-home/6388800

After suffering under the Taliban, 
Hazaras face new threats
Sudarsan Raghavan, The Washington Post 
9 April 2015
Members of Afghanistan’s minority Hazara 
community demonstrated last month in Ghazni to 
demand the rescue of 31 men and boys kidnapped 
by masked gunmen on two buses in February. 

Concerns are mounting across the nation over the 
emergence of the Islamic State, the Iraq- and Syria-
based Sunni movement that has violently targeted 
Shiites and other religious and ethnic groups. Now 
the events that unfolded on the buses are fanning 
those fears. In interviews, Afghan officials and 
Hazara leaders said they suspect that a rogue 
Taliban faction that has sworn allegiance to the 
Islamic State is behind the abductions in Zabul.

WEB
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/
asia_pacific/after-suffering-under-the-
taliban-an-afghan-minority-faces-new-
threats/2015/04/08/035e1c4a-d71b-11e4-bf0b-
f648b95a6488_story.html

Esmail Kayhan’s father was kidnapped in Zabul in February.
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Manus Island guard stood down 
after Facebook posts
Paul Farrell 
The Guardian, 13 April 2015
A guard at Manus Island who posted links on 
Facebook to Reclaim Australia has been stood down 
pending an investigation.

John Akrigg was contracted by Wilson Security on 
behalf of Transfield Services to work on Nauru in 
February 2014, and recently listed a change in his 
employment to the Manus Island detention centre. 
Over the past 12 months he has posted several 
articles and comments that appear to indicate 
support for a campaign to boycott halal food and 
stem Islamic immigration to Australia.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/
apr/13/manus-island-guard-expresses-reclaim-
australia-and-anti-halal-sentiment

Bill easing liability for using force 
against detainees condemned
Paul Farrell 
The Guardian, 14 April 2015
The government and private companies should 
not be immune from liability for excessive use of 
force on people held in immigration detention, a 
parliamentary submission by the AHRC says.

The Migration Amendment (Maintaining The Good 
Order Of Immigration Detention Facilities) bill would 
allow immigration officers to use “reasonable force 
against any person” if the officer believed it was 
necessary to protect the life, health or safety of 
people in detention or to maintain the good order, 
peace or security of a detention centre.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/
apr/14/bill-easing-liability-for-using-reasonable-
force-against-detainees-condemned

Guards suspended over photo 
with Pauline Hanson at rally
Joshua Robertson 
The Guardian, 14 April 2015
Eight guards from Nauru detention centre have been 
suspended after they posed for a photograph with 
Pauline Hanson at a Reclaim Australia rally which 
was later posted on Facebook.

The members of the “emergency response team” at 
Nauru, who were hired on the basis of their cultural 
“sensitivity”, have been stood down pending an 
investigation into their social media use. The guards 
had appeared to endorse Hanson’s anti-immigration 
politics, and some promoted the Reclaim Australia 
movement and posted anti-Islam slurs online.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/
apr/14/detention-centre-guards-suspended-over-
photo-with-pauline-hanson-at-rally

OPINION: Rape in the South Pacific
Bob Ellis 
Independent Australia, 12 April 2015
It is fascinating how little rape means when it 
happens to a non-Anglo Saxon. But little girls to 
whom this happened on Nauru are already forgotten 
– unnamed, unmourned.

Racism of this kind continues in this Liberal cabinet. 
They regard the buggering of children as an 
administrative malfunction, not a crime. No rapist on 
their watch will ever go to gaol. Nor will the twelve 
murderers of Reza Barati. These are black people, 
or dusky heathens, and they do not deserve the 
caress of justice.

WEB
https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-
display/rape-in-the-south-pacific,7576
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The ‘refugee telemovie’ shows our 
government is lost at sea
James Arvanitakis 
The Conversation, 14 April 2015
The Australian government will fund the production of 
a A$4.1 million telemovie to be screened in “refugee 
hot spots” including Syria, Afghanistan and Iran. 
The film will include storylines about asylum seekers 
drowning at sea and feature the Australian navy. 
It’s a uniquely Australian contribution to the global 
cultural politics of seeking asylum – and it’s unlikely 
to be successful. Rather than spending A$4.1 million 
to produce this film, the government would be better 
off showing the many reports documenting life inside 
the centres. A dramatised event is no replacement 
for the horrors of what is really going on.

WEB
https://theconversation.com/the-refugee-
telemovie-shows-our-government-is-lost-at-
sea-39989

SATIRE: Travelling to Australia is 
dangerous, says movie
The Shovel, 10 April 2015
A multi-million dollar movie funded by the Australian 
Government will point out to people in live war zones 
that a trip to Australia could be treacherous.

“What we want to say to people in countries like 
Syria, Afghanistan, and Iran – while they’re dodging 
bullets, hiding from extremists groups, and watching 
our 60 minute telemovie – is, ‘think carefully about the 
hazards of a trip to Australia’,” a spokesperson for 
the Government said. “It’s much safer to be dead in 
your own country than to face the prospect of death 
coming to ours”.

WEB
http://www.theshovel.com.au/2015/04/10/coming-
to-australia-is-dangerous-says-movie-targeted-at-
people-facing-imminent-attack-from-taliban

SATIRE: You’re an Ibis? You want to 
work on Nauru? Where do you 
see yourself in five years?
First Dog on the Moon 
The Guardian, 9 April 2015
When Gordon the unemployed Ibis accidentally 
applies for a job with Nauru operator Transfield 
Services, he gets more than he bargained for.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/
apr/09/youre-an-ibis-you-want-to-work-on-nauru-
where-do-you-see-yourself-in-five-years
Contributed by Ted Webber

Coast LNP MP Dickson sponsors 
petition to ban Sharia Law
Amy Remeikis 
Brisbane Times, 10 April 2015
Sunshine Coast residents are seeking legislation 
to exclude any group which advocates violence, 
seeks to promote or impose Sharia Law, or rejects 
the Australian Constitution from the definition of 
“religion...and places of worship”.

Buderim LNP MP Steve Dickson agreed to sponsor 
the petition, which had been signed by more than 
2000 since it was launched earlier this month, on 
behalf of constituents which represent the group, 
Sunshine Coast Safe Communities. He has promoted 
the petition on both his Facebook page and his 
personal website as causing “much discussion”.

WEB
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/
sunshine-coast-lnp-mp-steve-dickson-sponsors-
petition-to-ban-sharia-law-20150409-1mhurv.html
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REPORT
Lobby Group 
meeting
Thursday 9 April 2015 
(3pm at Bronwyn Bell’s home in Tanawha)
Present: Penny Rivlin, Audrey Raymond, 
Lindel Greggery, Wendy Oakley and 
Bronwyn Bell
Apologies: Margaret Landbeck and Terry 
Boyce

Letters to be written:
• Lack of access to detention centres for 

journalists – to Malcolm Turnbull and Julie 
Bishop - Penny

• Joining Julian Burnside in his quest to take 
Abbott and Morrison to the ICC – to Geoffrey 
Robertson and Amal Clooney – Audrey

• Support Nauru staff in their call to have 
the centre there shut down and a Royal 
Commission held into the abuse – Bronwyn

• Government’s treatment of hunger strikers – 
Wendy

• High numbers of skilled migrants and 457 visa 
holders coming in every year, as compared to 
our miserly humanitarian intake – Lindel

Mal Brough to be copied in to all letters sent.

All letters will be attached to the Bulletin.

Two will be presented to the April and May 
Buddies meetings – LG reports to be presented 
by Lindel and Bronwyn.

Monitoring the Sunshine Coast Daily 
It was agreed that we should continue to do 
this. Each of us will have one day of the week 
on which to buy the SCD and respond to any 
negative letters appearing that day.

Awareness raising
It was agreed that Buddies needs to do more in 
this area if possible.

• Contacting community groups – Audrey
• Possibility of producing a short video – Lindel
• Possibility of a regular radio spot – Audrey, 

Bronwyn

2015 meeting dates: (Second Thursday of 
second month)
• 11 June
• 13 August
• 8 October
• 10 December

Next meeting
Thursday 11 June, 3pm, at Audrey’s home in 
Maleny. New members welcome.

Tim Winton’s Palm Sunday plea: 
“Start the soul-searching Australia”
An extract from author Tim Winton’s speech at the 
Palm Sunday Walk for Justice4Refugees in Perth.  
For the speech in full, go to the web address below.

Palm Sunday commemorates the day an itinerant prophet 
spoke truth to power. Jesus of Nazareth was a nobody. 
He used to say things like this. If a child asks you for 
bread, will you give him a stone? Awkward things like 
that.

His followers called his idea The Way. Many of us are here 
today because the idea has stuck. We try to follow the 
Way of Peace and Love. Just another bunch of lily-livered 
misfits.

We belong to a prosperous country, a place where 
prosperity and good fortune have made us powerful. We 
have the power of safety. We’re richer, more mobile, with 
more choices than most of our fellow citizens worldwide. 
Not because we’re virtuous, but because we’re lucky. 
But we don’t come here to gloat. We’re here to reflect. To 
hold ourselves to account. We didn’t come here today to 
celebrate power or to hide in its privileged shadow. We’re 
here to speak for the powerless. We’re here to call a 
spade a spade, to declare that what has become political 
common sense in Australia over the past 15 years is 
actually nonsense. And not just harmless nonsense; 
it’s vicious, despicable nonsense. For something foul 
is festering in the heart of our community, something 
shameful and rotten. 

WEB
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/tim-wintons-
palm-sunday-plea-start-the-soulsearching-australia-
20150329-1ma5so.html
Contributed by Beth Michon and Lou Walsh


