
Buddies
Supporting refugees

ABOUT BUDDIES
The Buddies Refugee Support Group 
is a Sunshine Coast group which 
advocates for just and compassionate 
treatment of refugees, consistent with 
the human rights standards which 
Australia has developed and endorsed.
We support policies towards refugees 
and asylum seekers that reflect 
respect, decency and traditional 

Australian generosity to those in need, 
while advancing Australia’s international 
standing and national interests.
We are an independent community group 
and meet on the 4th Sunday of each 
month at 11am, 24 King Street Buderim.
Confidentiality
Your email address is completely confidential. 
The Bulletin is sent Bcc [Blind carbon copy] 
and no-one else sees your email address.

www.refugeebuddies.org.au

Buddies
Supporting refugees

To contribute to Buddies
Buddies’ fundraising contributes to refugee 
and asylum seeker support. You can direct 
debit to: SUNCORP BANK, BSB 484-799
ACCOUNT NO: 605927994
ACCOUNT NAME: BUDDIES REFUGEE 
SUPPORT GROUP
Or you can contribute to ‘The Box’ at our 
meetings and events. Your donations are 
much appreciated by those we help.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/25/uk-moral-duty-accept-refugees-from-wars-david-walker-bishop-
manchester
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buddies bulletin

One of Britain’s most senior bishops has 
said that Britain has a moral imperative to 

accept refugees from conflicts in which it has 
participated.

After a week in which the death toll of migrants 
attempting to cross the Mediterranean into Europe 
grew to 1,700 so far this year, the bishop of 
Manchester, David Walker, said there was a duty to 
treat the survivors with compassion.

In a piece for The Observer published online, he 
writes: “They are pushed, not pulled, towards the 
EU, forced out of their homelands by war, terrorism 
and the persecution of minorities. A political rhetoric 
that characterises them as wilful criminals rather than 
helpless victims is as unworthy as it is untrue.”

The UK’s pivotal role in the 2003 invasion of 
Iraq prompted a sectarian war that the UN said 

had forced two million Iraqis to flee the country, 
an involvement that ran alongside the 13-year 
Afghanistan war and was followed by the 2011 
attacks on Libya, both of which precipitated 
significant regional instability and migration.

Walker writes: “The moral cost of our continual 
overseas interventions has to include accepting a 
fair share of the victims of the wars to which we have 
contributed as legitimate refugees in our own land.

“I want my country to be governed by those who are 
prepared to look at the faces of the desperate, be it 
the desperation of the asylum seeker or of the food 
bank client, and to look at them with compassion.”

He also criticised the language of mainstream parties 
and suggested that politics needed a new moral 
compass. “I want my political representatives to show 
they have values beyond expediency and appeal to 
the muddled middle. Only such politicians will I trust.”

Migrants rescued by Italian forces after attempting to cross the Mediterranean 
from North Africa to Europe in 2014.

Britain has a 
moral duty to 

accept refugees 
from its wars

Mark Townsend 
The Guardian 
26 April 2015



what’s on
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For your DIARY...
 Thursday 7 May, 10:30am

USC picnic – Botanical Gardens, 
Tanawha (see below right)

 Tuesday 19 May, 4pm
Buddies Immigration Support Group 
meeting

9 Gumtree Drive, Buderim

 Sunday 24 May, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim
Chair person: Patrick Buick patrickbuick@squirrel.
com.au 5471 6455
Guest speaker: Garry Bradford – Recent visit to 
Thai-Burma border area

 Monday 25 – Friday 29 May
Diversity Week, USC, Sippy Downs (see page 3)

 Saturday 30 May, 1pm
Buddies Variety Concert
Kawana Community Hall, Nanyima St, Buddina (see 
right))

 Saturday 30 May, 6:45pm
Women UpFront Concert in Maleny, in support of 
Buddies (see below)

 Thursday 11 June, 3pm
Lobby Group meeting, 32 Lorikeet Lane, Maleny
aor@plumes.info 5494 2240

 Sunday 14 June, 9am-5pm
MDA Welcome Fest, free event
Annerley Soccer Club fields, Brisbane

 Saturday 20 June
World Refugee Day Rally, Brisbane

 Sunday 28 June, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim

 Sunday 19 – Friday 24 July
Learn English Holiday program
kaylaszumer@gmail.com 5476 8910

 USC BBQ/PICNIC
TANAWHA BOTANICAL GARDENS
Thursday 7 May, 10.30am
The word is well and truly out about next 
week’s picnic and it looks like shaping up to 
be a great little gathering!

This event is being jointly hosted by Buddies and a 
group of USC Health Science students.  The students 
are organizing activities and are looking forward to 
meeting up with refugees and Buddies members.

Please invite asylum seekers and refugees you know 
to attend and if you are able to bring them along, 
let me know, so the students have an idea of the 
numbers attending. Refugees and asylum seekers in 
Brisbane are also very welcome.

See attached flyer for further details.

Much thanks, Bronwyn Bell belz@squirrel.com.au 
5445 3727.

SEE YOU THERE!

 BUDDIES VARIETY CONCERT
Saturday 30 May, 1pm 
Kawana Community Hall – Nanyima Street, 
Buddina (near Kawana Library)
Our concert is coming together and promises to 
be a fantastic musical experience. Let’s all pull 
together and ensure this concert is an entertaining 
and successful event! Further details, plus a flyer, 
will appear in coming Bulletins.

How you can help:
– Bring a plate of sweet and/or savoury food for 

afternoon tea.
– Serve food and drink to patrons.
– Set up and pack down hall.
– Meet and greet.
– Take door fees and raffle ticket money.
– Donate raffle prizes (vouchers, wine, chocolates 

etc).
– Video the show.

Please contact me with your offers of help at 
cmaryd@hotmail.com 0457 140 696.

Much thanks, Carmel Dobson

 WOMEN UPFRONT CONCERT
Women UpFront in Maleny are hosting a 
concert on Saturday 30 May. They have 
decided to donate most of the money they 
raise to Buddies. The event includes the 
Scattered People’s choir and the Sylph 
Circus performing a ‘refugee story’.

The concert will commence at 6.45pm. We 
now have two concerts on the same day, 
but this start time will allow people to attend 
the Buddies variety concert at Kawana in 
the afternoon and then go on to Maleny 
quite comfortably. What a fantastic day of 
entertainment and supporting refugees!

THIS WEEK’S ATTACHMENT
– Tanawha picnic invitation



 KNITTERS FOR USC 
DIVERSITY WEEK

This month the University of the 
Sunshine Coast will participate in 
‘Diversity Week’ A social action 
group at the University called: 
‘CRASI’- Creative Arts and Social 
Issues – will be promoting the 

‘Teddy Bears Without Borders Project’ as one 
of the activities, at the same time promoting the 
work of Buddies. 

You can participate in the following ways:

– Come and knit a teddy (or scarf) on any day 
during Diversity Week (excluding Tuesday 26th 
which is National Sorry Day) between the hours 
of 11am and 2pm at our marquee. 

– Come and promote the work of Buddies at the 
marquee by sharing the flyers from Buddies 
and talking to interested students/staff. 

– If you have knitted a bear and can’t attend, 
write a short paragraph/story to share WHAT 
THE BEAR MEANS TO YOU. Email your story 
to me and I will be laminating stories to display 
them alongside the teddy bears on display. 

Please contact Natalie on 5475 4536, 
0422 374 400, or natchick31@hotmail.com  
WEB
https://teddybearswithoutborders.wordpress.
com web

https://www.facebook.com/
teddybearswithoutborders

 HOMESTAY HOSTS FOR NEXT LEARN 
ENGLISH HOLIDAY
Proposed date 19 – 24 July
If you would like to host an asylum seeker from 
Brisbane, please contact Kayla on kaylaszumer@
gamil.com 5476 8910, 0427 380 235

EMAIL TO SEND: URGENT CALL FOR 
A MORATORIUM ON TRANSFERS TO 
NAURU AND MANUS ISLAND
DASSAN, 22 April 2015
The immigration department recently confirmed 
that they intend to continue returning asylum seekers 
to Nauru and Manus Island despite government 
reports which indicate high levels of danger in both 
locations. 

We need you to act today! Please email Peter Dutton 
and copy in your local member.

Peter.Dutton.MP@aph.gov.au
Clive.Palmer.MP@aph.gov.au
Mal.Brough.MP@aph.gov.au
W.Truss.MP@aph.gov.au

A letter template can be found here:

WEB
http://dassan.weebly.com/call-for-a-moratorium-
on-offshore-transfers.html

 FRUIT TO PICK AND SELL

New Buddies member Scott Grimmett has a 
Buderim orchard that is under-utilised. Over the 
next few months avocados and custard apples 
will be there for harvesting . Scott is offering 
interested refugee friends the right to harvest 

and sell this fruit either for themselves or for Buddies.

This project would also benefit from the assistance of 
someone with experience in farmers markets.

For further information, please contact Scott at 
buddies@scottgrimmett.id.au 0427 364 802.

PETITION: TO THE IMMIGRATION MINISTER: 
“MY FAMILY HAVE BEEN DETAINED IN 
NAURU FOR LAST 19 MONTHS.”
Samira Salavati Nejad 
Change.org, 24 April 2015
Samira’s family left Iran about 14 years ago 
due to her father’s political and religious 
beliefs. They went to Pakistan but suffered a lot of 
pain and trauma as refugees, therefore, they decided 
to move to a safer country i.e. Australia. They 
endangered their lives by getting on a boat. Finally, 
they arrived in Australia in July 2013.

Over half the refugees on that boat were not 
transferred to Nauru because they had little kids 
and according to the policy of December 2014 they 
were released to the community. However, Samira’s 
parents and sister were forced to go to Nauru. The 
parents of Samira are ill. It is now over 19 months that 
they have lived in unbearable conditions – .Samira’s 
father and sister are hospitalised and her mother is 
ill and desperate. They are living in constant fear of 
the unknown, not to mention the physical and mental 
pain they endure daily. 

WEB
https://www.change.org/p/peter-dutton-i-
request-him-to-save-my-family-who-have-
been-detained-in-nauru-for-last-19-months-
2?recruiter=11846988&utm_source=share
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Europe

Australia’s turn-back policy adds 
to drowning risk in Europe
Ian Rintoul, Refugee Action Coalition 
Sydney, 21 April 2015

“The Coalition’s ‘stop the boats’ slogan was just an 
ultimatum to asylum seekers to ‘die somewhere else’ 
backed up by the military – and ‘dying somewhere 
else’ may be exactly what’s happening.” Up to 900 
are feared drowned in the latest asylum seeker boat 
disaster in Europe.

“By denying safe passage for people to come to 
Indonesia and then to Australia, African and Middle 
Eastern asylum seekers may have no alternative but 
to try to get to Europe to find safety.

Abbott thinks he can grandstand and lecture Europe 
about ‘stopping the boats’. But, the Australian 
government’s policy is part of the problem, not part 
of the solution.”

WEB
http://www.refugeeaction.org.au/?p=3999

Deportation flight for rejected 
Afghan asylum-seekers blocked
Alan Travis 
The Guardian, 22 April 2015

A charter flight which was due to depart on Tuesday 
night with dozens of Afghan asylum-seekers facing 
removal from Britain has been cancelled on the 
orders of an appeal court judge.

Lady Justice Rafferty blocked the flight ahead of 
a high court judicial review due on Wednesday on 
whether deportations to parts of Afghanistan remain 
safe in view of the deteriorating security situation.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/22/
judge-blocks-deportation-flight-for-rejected-
afghan-asylum-seekers

The 900 refugees were killed by 
British government policy
Dan Hodges 
The Telegraph, UK, 20 April 2015
The recent death of 900 refugees in the 
Mediterranean was not a “tragedy”. The word 
tragedy implies an accidental calamity. There was 
nothing accidental about the deaths – they were 
killed as a direct and deliberate  act of government 
policy. EU policy. And British government policy.

In October last year I wrote about how ministers had 
adopted a new strategy for dealing with the wave of 
children, women and men fleeing the charnel houses 
of Syria and Libya. It involved drowning them. In 
the House of Lords, Foreign Office minister Lady 
Anelay announced: “We do not support planned 
search and rescue operations in the Mediterranean”. 
because the government believed they created “an 
unintended ‘pull factor’, encouraging more migrants 
to attempt the dangerous sea crossing and thereby 
leading to more tragic and unnecessary deaths”.

WEB
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/general-
election-2015/politics-blog/11549721/The-900-
refugees-dead-in-the-Mediterranean-were-killed-
by-British-government-policy.html

SATIRE: FINISH THIS SENTENCE: I 
SUPPOSE WE MUST GRIEVE FOR 
THE LOST, BUT ...
First Dog on the Moon 
The Guardian, 22 April 2015

Once you start grieving, where do you stop? If we 
grieve for dead refugees, everyone will want some!

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/
apr/22/finish-this-sentence-
i-suppose-we-must-grieve-
for-the-lost-but-

 Afghan security personnel at the scene of a 
suicide attack in Jalalabad
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Karen refugees make $40m 
contribution to Nhill economy in 
Victoria’s Wimmera, study finds
ABC News Online, 24 April 2015

A study of a refugee community in western Victoria’s 
Wimmera region has recognised the social and 
economic contributions the settlement program has 
made to the local area.

Over the past five years more than 160 Karen 
refugees from Myanmar have resettled in Nhill, 
attracted by jobs offered by local poultry producer 
Luv-a-Duck. A report published by Deloitte Access 
Economics and the AMES settlement agency said 
the initiative has added more than $40 million and 70 
jobs to the local economy.

WEB
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-04-24/study-
reveals-refugees-boosting-nhill-economy/6417620

Four Nauru refugees who agreed 
to go to Cambodia wait to fly out
Paul Farrell and Lauren Crothers 
The Guardian, 27 April 2015

Three refugees who have agreed to travel to 
Cambodia are being housed in the Nauru detention 
centre before they are scheduled to fly out. Just 
four refugees have agreed to take up the Australian 
government’s resettlement offer in Cambodia, 
despite a large number of Australian immigration 
department staff on the island who have been 
promoting the settlement package. 

Those who have agreed to be resettled include 
a male and female couple and an Iranian man. A 
Rohingyan man has also agreed but is not yet being 
held inside the detention centre.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/
apr/27/four-nauru-refugees-who-agreed-to-go-to-
cambodia-wait-to-fly-out?CMP=soc_568

Government’s council of asylum-
seeker advisers stands empty
Paul Farrell 
The Guardian, 16 April 2015

The Minister’s Council on Asylum Seekers and 
Detention, a peak immigration council set up to 
advise the immigration minister Peter Dutton on 
asylum seeker policies, has been vacant for five 
months without any appointments made.

It was set up by the previous Labor government in 
2009 to provide independent advice on “policies, 
processes, services and programs” for asylum 
seekers and those in immigration detention and 
featured prominent figures such as Paris Aristotle 
and Kerrin Benson, CEO of MDA in Brisbane.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/
apr/16/governments-council-of-asylum-
seeker-advisers-has-stood-empty-for-five-
months?CMP=ema_632
Contributed by Diana Woolley

Australians still confused about 
who is a ‘genuine refugee’
Max Chalmers 
New Matilda, 16 April 2015

The majority of people who come by boat to Australia 
are found to be refugees needing protection but a 
new poll by Essential on the public perception of 
asylum seekers has found only 32% of Australians 
believe those who come by boat are “genuine” 
refugees, despite the fact the overwhelming majority 
continue to receive positive determinations.

27% believe the Government is “too soft” on the 
issue, up four points since the same question was 
asked in January. Intriguingly, however, a separate 
question asking people to identify which policy 
position they most identified with showed only a 
small percentage favoured the current government’s 
approach to settlement and processing.

WEB
https://newmatilda.com//2015/04/16/australians-
still-confused-about-proportion-asylum-seekers-
who-are-genuine-refugees
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Immigration turns screws 
on Manus refugees to 
force transfers
Ian Rintoul, Refugee Action 
Coalition Sydney, 29 April 2015

Immigration authorities on Manus Island 
are removing basic rights from refugees 
inside the detention centre in an effort to 
force them to relocate to accommodation 
in East Lorengau.

Since late last year, the Immigration Department has 
been trying to force refugees to move out. Most have 
refused because of fears for their safety, following 
the killing of Reza Barati and the savage attacks on 
scores of others in February last year.

In January, authorities threatened to forcibly move 
the refugees, but a hunger strike of hundreds of 
asylum seekers forced the government to back 
down. Only two were willing to shift to East Lorengau. 
Now the government is using its administrative 
control over the lives of detainees to coerce the 
refugees to move, by making life in the detention 
centre intolerable for them.

WEB
http://www.refugeeaction.org.au/?p=4021

Fears raised over the fate of 
Vietnamese asylum seekers
Michael Kenny 
SBS News Online, 27 April 2015

Refugee advocates and migrant-community groups 
say they fear for the safety of a boatload of asylum 
seekers recently turned back to Vietnam by the 
Australian navy.

The Vietnamese Community in Australia said it 
believed asylum seekers were fleeing Vietnam 
based on well-founded grounds of persecution by 
the government. It said government authorities were 
increasingly confiscating land in Vietnam used for 
worship by the country’s Christian and Buddhist 
communities. And it said bloggers and human-rights 
activists were frequently arrested by government 
officials who saw them as a threat.

WEB
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/04/24/
fears-raised-over-fate-vietnamese-asylum-
seekers-turned-back-home

Cruelty in detention is 
rising - say NO to Good 
Order Bill
Pamela Curr 
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre 
Melbourne, 25 April 2015

This week I met with families who had been 
transferred down from Darwin last Sunday. They 
were exposed to unprecedented force and family 
separation. They were previously on Nauru and then 
brought to Darwin some to have their babies and 
some because they needed medical care. These 
babies were born after the 5 December deal with the 
crossbench Senators. 

The escalating use of unprecedented and cruel 
physical force on people in detention is really 
worrying especially in light of the Good Order Bill 
legislation and its contents. I have documented the 
details of transfer as told to me by the parents and 
children. Please use these in letters and lobbying 
against the Good Order Bill.

WEB
http://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/
wp-content/uploads/2015/04/15-04-25-P-Curr-
Treatment-of-AS.pdf

Questions for deporter Dutton
Bob Ellis 
Independent Australia,  
24 April 2015

There are some questions we might ask of 
Dutton regarding the asylum seekers sent 
back to Vietnam.

How many were children? How many 
were pregnant women? How many were 
girls below the age of consent? Where will 
these new babies and young people be 

educated? What jobs may they look forward to when 
they are grown? What income levels?

Will their parents be arrested? Will they be 
“temporarily detained”? What does this mean?

WEB
https://independentaustralia.net/politics/
politics-display/bob-ellis-questions-for-deporter-
dutton,7625

HMAS Choules, used to return 50 asylum seekers to Vietnam


