
LOBBY GROUP MEETING – THURSDAY 31 MARCH 2016

Present
Diana Woolley, Audrey Raymond, Penny Rivlin, Margaret Landbeck

‘Humans of New York’
Audrey spoke of this movement which has a presence on the Sunshine Coast. It is a multicultural organisation which 
promotes good news stories including some asylum seekers’ stories. It was decided that Audrey and Diana would 
research this further to find out more of this organisation and whether there are stories we could usefully share.

Potential for a public forum
Following on from the very powerful presentation made by Gabby and Lisa at our March meeting about their experi-
ences on Nauru, Gabby and Lisa were approached at that meeting to know if they would be happy to present their 
experiences to a wider audience. They expressed their readiness to do this. We discussed the possibility of having a 
forum-type presentation at the Sunshine Coast University. This would have to be brought to a Buddies meeting for 
endorsement. In the meantime Margaret will make enquiries as to how this sort of event is practically organised by con-
tacting those Buddies members who in the past have organised such events or have contacts at the university.

Letter writing and Letter of the Month
We discussed the usefulness of letters to politicians and wondered whether these are the most effective way of lob-
bying and protesting in the current era. With the ready access to online petitions, many of which are provided in the 
weekly Bulletin and through other organisations, we wondered about the necessity for the Letter of the Month which we 
have tried to provide at most Buddies meetings. We agreed that this should be brought to the meeting to see if people 
value this being provided or not. We agreed that letters to newspapers are effective and indeed necessary.

Telemovie aimed at deterring asylum seekers
Information on this telemovie, which has been mentioned on SBS News and condemned by Amnesty International, had 
been provided to Buddies by Diana. Penny is to pursue this further to see what sort of response might be appropriate.

Pre-election letter blitz email
Some of the group had received an email about a letter blitz to politicians when the election is nearer. This will be dealt 
with at a later date.

Next meeting
Thursday 2 June at Audrey Raymond’s, 5456 2012


