
Buddies
Supporting refugees

ABOUT BUDDIES
The Buddies Refugee Support 
Group is a Sunshine Coast group 
which advocates for just and 
compassionate treatment of refugees, 
consistent with the human rights 
standards which Australia has 
developed and endorsed.
We support policies towards refugees 
and asylum seekers that reflect 
respect, decency and traditional 

Australian generosity to those in need, 
while advancing Australia’s international 
standing and national interests.
We are an independent community 
group and meet on the 4th Sunday of 
each month at 11am, 24 King Street 
Buderim.
Confidentiality
Your email address is completely confidential. 
The Bulletin is sent Bcc [Blind carbon copy] 
and no-one else sees your email address.

www.refugeebuddies.org.au

Buddies
Supporting refugees

To contribute to Buddies
Buddies’ fundraising contributes to refugee 
and asylum seeker support. You can direct 
debit to: SUNCORP BANK, BSB 484-799
ACCOUNT NO: 605927994
ACCOUNT NAME: BUDDIES REFUGEE 
SUPPORT GROUP
Or you can contribute to ‘The Box’ at our 
meetings and events. Your donations are 
much appreciated by those we help.

buddies bulletin

NOW INTO ITS LAST WEEK, our 
campaigning to prevent Nadir’s 
deportation on 6 August has not abated. 
We are still receiving media coverage and 
our Change.org petition continues to 
attract new names. Many people have 
sent messages to Nadir savenadir@
gmail.com and while he’s struggling with 
the stress and uncertainty of his situation, 

he is overwhelmed by the level of support he is 
receiving from all around the country.

Nadir has been told by his immigration case worker 
that he won’t be deported until a decision is handed 
down on the International Treaties Obligations 
Assessment he undertook in January and that this 
decision may take many months. The only written 
advice from the department, however, is still the 
deportation order for 6 August. The solicitor and 
migration agent acting for Nadir, Chilemwa Nkowane-
Poole, is seeking clarification from Peter Dutton. 
Until Nadir receives written confirmation that his 
deportation order has been rescinded, we will 
continue our fight to keep him safely in Australia!
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IN THE MEDIA: NO ANSWER FOR SADIQI
Kathy Sundstrom, Sunshine Coast Daily,  
23 July 2015
Nadir Sadiqi cannot sleep, struggles to eat and trembles 
when he hears someone knocking at the door for fear it is 
an immigration official taking him into custody.

WEB
http://www.sunshinecoastdaily.com.au/news/clock-
ticking-to-date-with-death/2715350

IN THE MEDIA: NADIR BEGS DUTTON TO SAVE 
HIS LIFE
AAP, Sky News, 24 July 2015
Nadir has been overwhelmed by the support of more 
than 63,000 Australians but refugee advocates fear the 
publicity will make him an easier Taliban target if he’s 
forced home.

WEB
http://www.skynews.com.au/news/national/2015/07/24/
asylum-seeker-begs-dutton-to-save-his-life.html

Nadir still 
in limbo 

regarding 
deportation

Buddies Save Nadir 
campaign, 

July 30, 2015

Participants at the vigil held last Thursday at St Johns Cathedral in Brisbane



what’s on
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– RAC’s submission to parliamentary 
Select Committee on allegations relating 
to Nauru (contributed by Rada Van Der 
Werff)

– Thanks Australia: Letter from a mother 
on Nauru (contributed by Freddie Steen)

END AUSTRALIA’S DETENTION 
DISGRACE
GetUp!, 25 July 2015
After an impassioned afternoon of debate 
at the Labor Party Conference, delegates 
have voted to support a platform that 
includes increased humanitarian intake, 
and a commitment to get kids out of 
detention quickly– though Bill Shorten has 
said that Labor will keep the ‘option open’ 
to turn back asylum seeker boats, the 
platform makes no mention of it. 

Most worryingly, the centrepiece of our current 
broken detention centres remains upheld, with the 
delegates voting down an amendment that would 
have seen Manus and Nauru detention centres 
closed if they could not uphold basic human rights.

But that doesn’t mean the debate is over. Labor’s 
platform is effectively silent on many of the core 
problems facing Australia’s asylum seeker policy 
– but we can work with silence. We can fill it with 
demands for something better. 

Over 106,000 Australians have already added their 
voices to this petition calling for the closure of the 
detention centres on Manus and Nauru – something 
the Labor delegates seemed to forget today. Let’s 
remind them, by building this petition

WEB
https://www.getup.org.au/campaigns/refugees/
close-manus-and-nauru-alp/end-australia-s-
detention-disgrace

THIS WEEK’S ATTACHMENTS

 Sunday 23 August, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim
Chairperson: Val Ross budross@
bigpond.net.au 5476 8645

 Wednesday 23 September, 
6:00-7:30pm
Public lecture: Moving beyond good 
intentions – the road to refugee rights

Banco Court, QEll Courts of Law complex, 415 
George St, Brisbane (see right)

 Sunday 27 September, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim

GRIFFITH LAW SCHOOL PUBLIC LECTURE: 
MOVING BEYOND GOOD INTENTIONS: THE 
ROAD TO REFUGEE RIGHTS
Wednesday 23 September, 6:00 to 7:30pm, light 
refreshments from 5.30 pm

Banco Court, Level 3, QEII Courts of Law Complex, 
415 George St, Brisbane

WEB
https://www.griffith.edu.au/criminology-law/
griffith-law-school/news-events/james-hathaway-
public-lecture

REPLY TO BUDDIES FROM THE OFFICE 
OF SENATOR GLENN LAZARUS
RE: The Migration Amendment (Maintaining 
the Good Order of Immigration Detention 
Facilities) Bill 2015

22 July 2015

Thank you for your correspondence regarding 
The Migration Amendment (Maintaining 
the Good Order of Immigration Detention 
Facilities) Bill 2015.  As the only independent 
Senator for Queensland, Senator Lazarus is 
driven by people policy not party policy.

The Senator is currently undertaking extensive 
consultation with various sectors of the 
community regarding this issue.  He will also 
be visiting immigration detention centres both 
in Australia and off shore to view the state of 
these centres first hand. 

Australia is party to various international 
treaties regarding human rights and the 
treatment of asylum seekers.  Specifically, 
Australia has international obligations to 
protect the human rights of all asylum 
seekers and refugees who arrive in Australia, 
regardless of how or where they arrive and 
whether they arrive with or without a visa.

The Senator is concerned the Use of Force 
Bill may compromise Australia’s obligations in 
relation to these treaties.

Thank you again for taking the time to contact 
our office. Please feel free to contact our office 
with any further concerns or ideas you may 
have. 

Kind regards, Nicole McMullen, on behalf of 
Senator Glenn Lazarus
Contributed by Val Ross



The ALP and the asylum seekers
John Passant, Independent Australia,  
28 July 2015
The decision by Labor’s National Conference not 
to ban turning back asylum seeker boats has 
shocked, outraged and upset many members and 
supporters. And so it should. It puts Labor on the 
same moral dung heap as the Liberals.

However, we need to see this vote not as some 
shocking break with the past but as its logical 
outcome. It was Paul Keating, together with left-
wing Minister Gerry Hand, who introduced mandatory 
detention. A year later they made indefinite detention 
possible. It was Kim Beazley in 2001 who stood four 
square with Howard on turning the Tampa back. 
Rather than neutralising the issue, Labor’s support 
boosted Howard and he won the election in a canter.

These actions opened the door for the Liberals to 
preach and implement a more inhumane response and 
shift the debate to the right. Labor politicians, despite 
opposition from members and a sizeable section of 
Labor voters, followed the Liberals down the path they 
had set for both parties, instead of leading opposition 
to scapegoating and demonization.

WEB
https://independentaustralia.net/australia/
australia-display/the-alp-and-the-asylum-
seekers,7995

Odyssey: a documentary
Barbara Miller, Foreign 
Correspondent, 14 July 2015
A few thousand or more boat people land 

on the Greek island of Kos each week, helping 
Greece topple Italy as the main sea entry point 
to Europe – with 68,000 arrivals so far this year. 
It’s hardly a title the Greeks crave in these dire 
economic times. But while many Kos locals are 
doing it tough, they still help feed and take care of 
the migrants.

WEB
http://www.abc.net.au/foreign/content/2015/
s4273665.htm

SATIRE: SHORTEN REVERSES LABOR’S 
POLICY OF STANDING FOR SOMETHING
The Backburner, 23 July 2015
The policy is part of a comprehensive plan from 
Labor to distance themselves from controversial 
matters such as their longstanding beliefs and moral 
fortitude. Shorten, whose posture was quite rigid for 
someone lacking a spine, said the shift in stance was 
necessary due to the threat of an upcoming election.

WEB
http://www.sbs.com.au/comedy/article/2015/07/23/
bill-shorten-reverses-labors-policy-standing-
something

ALP National Conference

SATIRE: A WEIRD SENSE OF DEJA VU
First Dog on the Moon, 27 July 2015
The ALP conference paid no attention to the lessons 
of history when passing asylum policy last weekend. 
Why are they so bad at this?

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2015/jul/27/we-had-this-
weird-sense-of-deja-vu-when-we-heard-
labors-asylum-policy

Turnback policy is pandering to 
the politics of fear
Paul Power, Refugee Council of Australia,  
22 July 3015
The Labor Party, which aspires to be a party of the 
centre, is being asked by its leader to abandon 
its principles of fairness, compassion and respect 
for international law and copy the LNP’s policy 
of forcing back people seeking protection from 
persecution.

WEB
http:// http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au
Contributed by Margaret Landbeck
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Refugee crisis raises Indonesian ire
Aaron Bunch and Jonathan Barrett, 
Financial Review, 27 July 2015
The Abbott government’s decision to stop resettling 
refugees registering in Indonesia has strained social 
services and detention centres in Indonesia. In 
the eight months since the change in policy, the 
number of asylum seekers registered with Jakarta 
has increased by 30% to 13,188 people, according 
to UN data. The increased burden on Indonesian 
social services and detention centres – Indonesia is 
traditionally seen as a transit country, particularly for 
Australian resettlement – threatens to further strain 
relations already suffering from the fallout of the Bali 
executions and reduced cattle import quotas.

WEB
http://www.afr.com/news/policy/immigration/
refugee-crisis-raises-indonesian-ire-20150727-
gila18?stb=twt

Three Vietnamese detained after 
WA navy interventions
Peta Donald, ABC News Online, 27 July 2015
A group of 46 Vietnamese asylum seekers, who 
almost made it to Australia by boat, have been flown 
home, arriving on Sunday afternoon, according to a 
Vietnamese community group in Australia.

“The locals told me they saw them taken one by one 
into the police station for questioning,” Trung Doan, 
secretary of Voice Australia said. Mr Doan said 
he had been told the group, which included men, 
women and two babies, was interviewed on an 
Australian navy ship and then taken to an on-land 
airstrip, flown to Ho Chi Minh City and transferred 
overland to Binh Thuan Province — the starting 
point for their journey by boat to Australia. Forty-
three of the asylum seekers were released by local 
police, but two men and one woman were driven in 
a police vehicle to a provincial detention centre.

WEB
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-27/
vietnamese-asylum-seekers-return-home-after-
navy-intervention/6652228

Department faces biggest APS 
executive exodus in 30 years
Noel Towell, Canberra Times, 23 July 2015
The Immigration Department now faces the public 
service’s greatest executive brain drain since the 
1980s with a quarter of its upper ranks either 
shown the door or turning their back on the 
department since its takeover by Customs. Four 
deputy secretaries, 9 first assistant secretaries and 
17 assistant secretaries have now confirmed their 
departures or are expected soon to do so.

WEB
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/public-
service/department-faces-biggest-aps-executive-
exodus-in-three-decades-20150723-gidnhv.html

Peter Dutton pissed off by the 
same question asked seven times
Mark Di Stefano, BuzzFeed News, 23 July 
2015
An asylum seeker boat which made its way into 
Australian waters this week continues to intrigue 
people … mostly because the government refuses 
to acknowledge it even exists. The immigration 
minister has refused to explain where the boat 
is being taken and instead said the government 
would not comment about “on water matters”. 
So in the interests of finding out about this 
group of people (who may be fleeing 
persecution), we decided to ask Mr 
Dutton about it over and over again 
at a pre-arranged government photo 
opportunity.

WEB
http://www.buzzfeed.com/
markdistefano/dutton-pls#.tmNLlE5Q4
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Man charged with murder of 
Reza Barati granted bail
AAP, The Guardian, 24 July 2015
Manus Island MP Ron Knight has confirmed a 
local court had released the murderer Joshua 
Kaluria into the community. Refugees in the 
transit centre have claimed Kaluria has made contact 
with them and threatened to go after eyewitnesses 
who gave statements to police.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/
jul/24/man-charged-with-of-asylum-seeker-reza-
barati-granted-bail

Detention centre guard ‘found 
beaten and drowned’
Helen Davidson, The Guardian, 27 July 2015
A PNG security guard who worked at the Manus 
Island detention centre was allegedly murdered over 
the weekend and another had his hand chopped off 
in a machete attack, police say.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/
jul/27/manus-island-detention-centre-guard-
found-beaten-and-drowned?CMP=soc_568

PNG police demand return of 
accused Australians
Liam Cochrane and Wesley Manuai, ABC 
News 29 July 2015
PNG police have threatened to arrest all managers at 
the Manus Island detention centre if three Australian 
men accused of attempted rape are not flown back 
to PNG. The three men and a PNG woman were 
reportedly found naked and intoxicated. The woman 
involved alleged the men tried to rape her.

WEB
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-29/
police-confirm-manus-island-attempted-rape-
allegations/6656876

Documentary gives voice to 
asylum seekers’ experiences
Philippa Hawker, Sydney Morning Herald,  
22 July 2015
The subjects of Steve Thomas’ thoughtful, quietly 
involving documentary Freedom Stories all came 
to Australia seeking refuge, and all spent time in 
detention, some for months, some for years. All are 
now Australian citizens. Freedom Stories focuses 
on what has happened to them since then.

WEB
http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/freedom-
stories-review-documentary-gives-voice-to-
asylum-seekers-experiences-20150722-gii2f6.html

IHMS revelations bolster the legal 
and political case against detention
Richard Ackland, The Guardian, 23 July 2015
The documented internal workings of International 
Health and Medical Services (IHMS), and its 
relationship with the Department of Immigration is a 
fertile source of material for any class action lawyer 
seeking to mount a negligence case against the 
commonwealth and IHMS – the contracted provider 
of health and medical services to asylum seekers 
held in Australian operated detention facilities.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/
jul/23/ihms-revelations-bolster-the-legal-and-
political-case-against-the-detention-of-asylum-
seekers?CMP=ema_632



Forget the ‘war on smuggling’, we 
need to help refugees in need
Alexander Betts, The Guardian, 26 April 2015
The crisis in the Mediterranean, which has led to 
more than 1,700 deaths already this year, has evoked 
an immediate response from European political 
leaders. Yet the EU response fundamentally and 
wilfully misunderstands the underlying causes. It has 
focused increasingly on tackling smuggling networks, 
reinforcing border control and deportation. 

Somehow European politicians have managed to 
turn a human tragedy into an opportunity to further 
reinforce migration control policies, rather than engage 
in meaningful international cooperation to address the 
real causes of the problem.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/
apr/25/war-on-trafficking-wrong-way-to-tackle-
crisis-of-migrant-deaths?CMP=share_btn_link

Australia has a new 
flag and it’s sending 
quite the message
Mark Di Stefano, BuzzFeed 
News, 17 July 2015
An Australian flag with the words 
“BORDER FORCE” emblazoned 
on it has been spotted flying at 
Sydney Airport. Former Triple J 
radio host Lindsay “The Doctor” 
McDougall saw the flag flying 
outside a building when he went 
to pick his brother up from the 
airport on Friday morning. The flag 
is appropriately flying at half mast.

WEB
http://www.buzzfeed.com/
markdistefano/australia-fck-
yeah#.inAodY3j5  
Contributed by Diana Woolley

Moving beyond rhetoric to 
regional solutions for refugees
Paul Power, New Matilda, 23 July 2015
In Australian politics, improving life for refugees in the 
Asia-Pacific region only seems to get a mention when 
politicians are trying to calm anger generated by the 
major parties’ punitive and damaging policies targeted 
at people seeking asylum. 

But what would it take to move beyond talk about 
regional cooperation to implementing changes which 
make an appreciable difference to the lives of refugees 
and asylum seekers in the region? In my nine years 
as CEO of the Refugee Council of Australia and three 
years as a Steering Committee member of the Asia 
Pacific Refugee Rights Network, I have spent a lot of 
time talking to NGO and refugee community leaders 
in Asia about the issues faced by refugees, seeking 
their ideas about how Australia might make a positive 
difference.

WEB
https://newmatilda.com/2015/07/23/we-need-move-
beyond-rhetoric-regional-solutions-refugees

Details about asylum seeker 
turnbacks to remain secret
Paul Farrell, The Guardian, 20 July 2015
Australia’s information commissioner has ruled that 
customs vessel logs, emails and cables about asylum 
seeker turnback operations at sea should remain secret.
Information commissioner Prof John McMillan ruled 
that requests for watch officer logs and authorisations 
for turnbacks were exempt from release because 
they could have a “substantial adverse effect” on the 
Australian Customs and Border Protection Service.

Guardian Australia sought access under freedom of 
information laws to the documents from all asylum 
seeker turnback operations between November 
2013 and February 2014 when a number of turnback 
operations had occurred. 

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/
jul/20/details-about-asylum-seeker-turnbacks-to-
remain-secret-commissioner-rules
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