
Buddies
Supporting refugees

ABOUT BUDDIES
The Buddies Refugee Support Group 
is a Sunshine Coast group which 
advocates for just and compassionate 
treatment of refugees, consistent with 
the human rights standards which 
Australia has developed and endorsed.
We support policies towards refugees 
and asylum seekers that reflect 
respect, decency and traditional 

Australian generosity to those in need, 
while advancing Australia’s international 
standing and national interests.
We are an independent community group 
and meet on the 4th Sunday of each 
month at 11am, 24 King Street Buderim.
Confidentiality
Your email address is completely confidential. 
The Bulletin is sent Bcc [Blind carbon copy] 
and no-one else sees your email address.

www.refugeebuddies.org.au

Buddies
Supporting refugees

To contribute to Buddies
Buddies’ fundraising contributes to refugee 
and asylum seeker support. You can direct 
debit to: SUNCORP BANK, BSB 484-799
ACCOUNT NO: 605927994
ACCOUNT NAME: BUDDIES REFUGEE 
SUPPORT GROUP
Or you can contribute to ‘The Box’ at our 
meetings and events. Your donations are 
much appreciated by those we help.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/20/hundreds-more-migrants-rescued-off-indonesia-as-pope-calls-
for-help

buddies bulletin

Countries that previously pushed boats 
away will allow Burmese Rohingya and 

Bangladeshis adrift at sea to come ashore.

Malaysia and Indonesia have said they will offer 
shelter to 7,000 refugees and migrants adrift at sea 
in rickety boats but made clear that their assistance 
was temporary and they would take no more.

More than 3,000 have landed so far this month in 
Malaysia and Indonesia. Together with Thailand, the 
two south-east Asian countries have pushed away 
many boats that approached their shores despite 
appeals from the United Nations to take them in. 

While the latest statement signalled a shift in policy 
by Malaysia and Indonesia that would allow the 
migrants to come ashore, they underlined that the 
international community also had a responsibility to 
help them deal with the crisis.

The migrants are Rohingya Muslims from Burma and 
Bangladeshis – who fled persecution and poverty at 
home or were abducted by traffickers, and now face 
sickness and starvation at sea.

“What we have clearly stated is that we will take in 
only those people in the high sea,” the Malaysian 
foreign minister, Anifah Aman, said.

Malaysia and Indonesia said in a joint statement in 
Kuala Lumpur that they would offer resettlement and 
repatriation, a process that would be “done in a year 
by the international community”.

Thailand, whose foreign minister also attended the 
meeting in the Malaysian capital, has called a regional 
conference on the issue in Bangkok for next week.

Most of Burma’s 1.1 million Rohingya Muslims are 
stateless and live in apartheid-like conditions. Almost 
140,000 were displaced in clashes with ethnic 
Rakhine Buddhists in 2012.

Temporary 
reprieve for 

Rohingha 
stranded  

at sea
The Guardian 
20 May 2015
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what’s on

For your DIARY...
 Sunday 24 May, 11am

Buddies meeting, 24 King St, 
Buderim.  
Chair person: Patrick Buick 
patrickbuick@squirrel.com.au 
5471 6455.  

Guest speaker: Garry Bradford (see right)

 Sunday 24 May, 3pm
Brisbane Symphony Orchestra concert and Buddies 
afternoon tea fundraiser  
(see below)

 Monday 25 – Friday 29 May
Diversity Week, USC, Sippy Downs (Buddies info 
table) (see page 4)

 Wednesday 27, 4-6pm
Human Rights Forum (flyer attached)
(see right)

 Saturday 30 May, 1pm
Buddies Variety Concert  
(see page 3)

 Saturday 30 May, 6:45pm
Women UpFront Concert in Maleny, in support of 
Buddies  
(see page 3)

 Thursday 11 June, 3pm
Lobby Group meeting, 32 Lorikeet Lane, Maleny
aor@plumes.info 5494 2240

 Sunday 14 June, 9am-5pm
MDA Welcome Fest, free event
Annerley Soccer Club fields, Brisbane

 Saturday 20 June, 1pm
World Refugee Day Rally, King George Square, 
Brisbane

 Sunday 28 June, 11am
Buddies meeting, 24 King St, Buderim

THIS WEEK’S ATTACHMENT
– Human Rights Forum at USC

 BSO CONCERT
Sunday 24 May, 3pm 
Lake Kawana Community Centre, 
Sportsman’s Parade, Bokarina. 
Featuring works by Bruckner and Richard Strauss. 
We fundraise for Buddies by providing afternoon tea.

 MAL BROUGH’S LISTENING POSTS
Mal Brough has been holding Listening Posts 
around his electorate. The next one is to be 
held tomorrow (23 May) from 10am to 11am 
at Goonawarra Drive in Mooloolaba.

WEB
https://www.facebook.com/MalBroughMP
Contributed by Terry Boyce

 HUMAN RIGHTS FORUM
Sustaining diversity through  
human rights: Connecting global and local
Wednesday 27 May, 4–6pm 
Lecture Theatre 2, K Building,  
University of the Sunshine Coast
Three well-known academics in the fields of 
refugee advocacy, community development and 
human rights (Dr. Caroline Fleay, Debra Dank 
and Emeritus Professor Jim Ife) will discuss how 
diversity and human rights come together in uneasy 
but necessary alliance to promote the rights of 
diverse groups. 

For more information see the attached flyer.

 GUEST SPEAKER AT SUNDAY’S BUDDIES 
MEETING: GARRY BRADFORD
Garry is one of the few people to have seen 
refugees and asylum seekers from both sides of the 
fence. He is the chairperson of Global Alms Inc. an 
organisation that works towards the prevention of 
trafficking of children, women and men on the Thai/
Burma border. He has just returned from another 
trip to that troubled area. Global Alms takes a 
holistic approach through assisting with education, 
sustainability and health. 

He has also worked at Lenora and Pontville APODS 
(Alternative Place of Detention) with asylum seekers 
as young as seven. He worked as an ESL teacher 
and Religious Liaison Officer, and continues to have 
contact with a number of the boys he has worked with.

Like all Buddies members, Garry has an interest in 
social justice and in bringing about change. Come 
along on Sunday and hear a firsthand account of 
life in detention, and of life for millions of displaced 
South East Asians. With large numbers of them 
currently floating in oceans to our north, they are 
very much in our thoughts at this moment.
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ONE WEEK TO GO BEFORE OUR MUCH-
ANTICIPATED CONCERT!  WE DO HOPE 
YOU’RE ALL ABLE TO JOIN US!

Amended flyers were sent out in a Bulletin 
Extra on Monday (18 May). Please print out, 
pin up and email throughout your networks! 
Tickets have been selling steadily, but we will 
need a huge effort in this last week! Tickets 
can be purchased at Sunday’s Buddies 
meeting or online at www.eventbrite.com.
au/e/buddies-refugee-support-group-variety-
concert-tickets-16873045734. They should 
also be available at the door on the day. 
Please note too that all asylum seekers and 
refugees are to be given free admission.

Thank you to the Buddies who have already 
volunteered to help on the day. More offers 
of help are still needed! Please let us know 
ASAP if you can assist with the following:

o   Bringing a plate of sweet and/or savoury 
food for afternoon tea

o   Donating large bottle/cartons fruit juice

o   Setting up (commencing from 11am) and 
packing down hall

o   Donating raffle prizes (vouchers, wine, 
chocolates etc – raffle items can be placed 
in the container by the door at Sunday’s 
Buddies meeting)

o   Videoing the show

Please let us know the food/drinks you 
intend to bring and/or the raffle prizes you 
can donate, so we know whether or not we 
are on track with our quantities. Let’s all pull 
together and ensure this concert is a huge 
success!

Much thanks, Carmel Dobson cmaryd@
hotmail.com 0457 140 696

what’s on

NAMBOUR ARTHOUSE CINEMA 
FRIDAY 22 – TUESDAY 26 MAY 2015
WEB
http://www.scvenuesandevents.com.au/samba-m

http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/
samba_2014/?search=samba
Contributed by Ted Webber
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FUNDRAISING CONCERT IN MALENY
Maleny Community Hall, 6.45pm
Presented by Women OutFront, inspired by our 
strong and optimistic desire for compassionate 
treatment of asylum seekers and to promote 
willingness to see ourselves as all a ‘peace of 
the puzzle’. Profits will be used to empower and 
assist asylum seekers via Buddies. 

Tickets on sale now at Maleny Bookshop.

WEB
http://www.malenybookshop.com.au

Further info: Ann Donoghoe - 0409 010 045



 KNITTERS FOR USC DIVERSITY WEEK
Thanks to the Buddies members who’ve 
already volunteered to sit and knit a 
teddy (or scarf) under the marquee of 
the USC’s social action group CRASI 
and at the same time promote the work 
of Buddies. We still need a few more 
volunteers between 11am and 2pm 
on Wednesday 27 May and Thursday 

28 May. If you can spare an hour or two, please 
contact Natalie Alexander at natchick31@
hotmail.com 5475 4536, 0422 374 400.

WANTED: OLD WRISTWATCHES
Our Sri Lankan asylum seeker friend and watch 
tinkerer extraordinaire is still on the lookout for old 
watches to restore. If you have any, please bring 
along to Sunday’s Buddies meeting. Much thanks, 
Bronwyn Bell belz@squirrel.com.au 5445 3727

LETTER TO WRITE: 
Journalists must be 
given access to offshore 
detention centres
Dear Buddies
It’s extremely difficult for journalists to access Manus 
and Nauru and as a result easy for the Abbott 
government to hide the horror of its asylum seeker 
policies. Please send this letter – as is, or adapted to 
suit – to the Foreign Minister Julie Bishop  
Julie.Bishop.MP@aph.gov.au and the 
Communications Minister Malcolm Turnbull  
Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au.

Thanking you, the Lobby Group

Dear ...........
Having a free press is something Australians value. 
We need journalists to expose injustices as this gives 
us the opportunity to right wrongs and build a better 
society.

Nowhere is journalistic exposure needed more than in 
our offshore detention centres.

Freed Australian journalist Peter Greste has 
condemned the secrecy surrounding conditions 
inside detention centres and demanded the media 
be allowed to report from inside. “The public has a 
right to know, it’s as simple as that,” Greste said in 
his National Press Club address. “We need to have 
access, we need to see what’s going on. And as 
difficult as it is for the government, if we close that 
down, if we make it hard for journalists to do their 
jobs, then we end up with dark spaces where things 
happen that really shouldn’t be happening.”

With journalists being charged a non-refundable 
$8,000 to apply for a visa to Nauru and their requests 
to visit Manus Island either denied or endlessly 
delayed, there is little chance the Australian people 
will truly know what is happening inside these 
centres. There are not enough pictures, not enough 
stories and not enough factual accounts. The block 
on Facebook has only added to this wall of secrecy. 
Asylum seekers remain faceless, nameless and 
voiceless and the Australian people remain ignorant 
of their plight and indifferent to their suffering.

This lack of transparency is completely out of place in 
a modern democracy like Australia which prides itself 
on being a champion of free speech and a protector 
of human rights.

Please use your influence within cabinet to increase 
journalistic access to all detention centres and 
in particular those on Manus and Nauru. Your 
Government needs to be held accountable for its 
asylum seeker policies. If it refuses, we can only 
assume it has something to hide.

Yours sincerely .........
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Nauruan police finally admit 
asylum seeker was attacked
Ian Rintoul, Refugee Action Coalition Sydney 
20 May 2015
Nauruan police have finally admitted that an Iranian 
asylum seeker was savagely attacked last Saturday 
night, 16 May.

The 23 year-old female Iranian asylum seeker had 
been stripped, seriously bashed and robbed. A 
sexual assault has not been confirmed, and the 
police have not been able to interview the victim.

But after three days of denials, in the face of growing 
anger and the women’s protest, the Nauruan police 
finally back-flipped and admitted the obvious.

A group of police attended yesterday’s protest 
(Tuesday 19 May) at Beach House, announcing that 
they did accept that the Iranian woman had been 
attacked. “We will find and catch the people who did 
this,” the police told the protest.

WEB
http://www.refugeeaction.org.au/?p=4057

nauru



Abbott says Australia will take no 
Rohingya refugees
Shalailah Medhora, The Guardian,  
21 May 2015
None of the more than 8,000 Rohingya refugees 
caught in a weeks-long standoff at sea will be 
resettled in Australia, Tony Abbott has confirmed.

Indonesia and Malaysia have agreed to give 
temporary shelter to the thousands of Rohingya 
Muslim migrants fleeing Burma and Bangladesh, and 
Gambia has offered to resettle all Rohingya refugees.
The US has indicated it is willing to take some of the 
refugees, and the UNHCR has urged Australia to 
work with its neighbours in finding a solution.

But the prime minister has closed the door on 
suggestions some could be resettled in Australia: 
“Nope, nope, nope.

WEB
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/21/
nope-nope-nope-tony-abbott-says-australia-will-
take-no-rohingya-refugees

Philippines says it’s prepared to 
help boatpeople
Channel NewsAsia, 19 May 2015
The Philippines has said it was ready to help 
Rohingya and Bangladeshi boatpeople, as its 
neighbours faced outrage for turning them away.

The Philippines says it is obliged to help the migrants, 
many of whom are fleeing persecution, because 
it is party to the 1951 United Nations convention 
on refugees. Justice Secretary Leila De Lima 
stressed that “saving lives” was paramount. “I think 
humanitarian consideration should transcend any 
other consideration. First thing is saving lives,” she 
said after meeting with the UNHCR representative.

WEB
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/
asiapacific/philippines-says-prepared/1858014.
html

The last time they turned back 
the boats
Jeff Sparrow, Overland, 16 May 2015
It’s all depressingly reminiscent of the infamous 
voyage of the St Louis, a vessel that left Hamburg for 
Cuba in 1939 carrying 937 Jewish asylum seekers 
fleeing the intensifying Nazi persecution. By then, 
the treatment of the Jews had produced a refugee 
crisis spilling out across Europe. In 1938, the world’s 
leaders met at the Évian Conference, ostensibly to 
plan a unified response, but the boat was ultimately 
unable to land anywhere...

WEB
https://overland.org.au/2015/05/the-last-time-they-
turned-back-the-boats

Rohingya and our rule-bending 
arrogance
Matthew Davies, The Drum, 18 May 2015
Australia’s “stop the boats” policy has helped to 
unravel global norms around refugees, which has 
contributed to Rohingya refugees being bounced 
around the oceans of South-East Asia.

In 2003 Bill Clinton suggested that American foreign 
policy should try “to create a world with rules and 
partnerships and habits of behaviour that we would 
like to live in when we’re no longer the military, 
political and economic superpower in the world”.

It is a long way from New Haven to the boats full of 
Rohingya refugees fleeing persecution in Myanmar.  
Yet the same concerns should today shape 
Australia’s approach to the question of refugees.

WEB
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-18/davies-
rohingya-and-our-rule-bending-arrogance/6477148
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Refugees on the St Louis, 1939



Asylum seekers may return to 
Pontville under Labor
News.com.au, 22 may 2015
The former Pontville detention centre could reopen 
as an asylum seeker reception centre under Labor. 
Immigration spokesman Richard Marles has visited 
Pontville and said he was “open minded” about it 
playing a role in an asylum seeker system under Labor.

Mr Marles was invited to Tasmania by state Denison 
MP Madeleine Ogilvie, who has long pushed for 
Pontville to be reopened as a more  humane  
alternative to offshore processing.

WEB
http://www.news.com.au/national/tasmania/asylum-
seekers-may-return-to-pontville-under-labor/story-
fnn32rbc-1227344094875
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$400 million spent on Australian 
Border Force
The federal government will spend up to $400 million 
in extra funds to create a dedicated new border 
enforcement agency, to start operating from July 1.

WEB
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/business/federal-
budget/federal-budget-2015-abbott-government-to-
splash-out-400-million-on-australian-border-force-
20150511-ggz1oz

Christmas Island centre to be 
wound back
The controversial detention centre on Christmas Island 
will considerably wind back its operations. Two facilities 
will close in 2016, along with the Blaydin Point detention 
centre in Darwin. The centres on Christmas Island have 
been criticised for their harsh environments.

WEB
http://www.watoday.com.au/business/federal-budget/
federal-budget-2015-christmas-island-centre-to-be-
wound-back-20150512-1mzh2n.html

Asylum seekers, border control and 
migration
$39.9 million has been allocated for “anti-people 
smuggling strategic communications campaigns”, both 
in Australia and overseas. The funding comes amid cuts 
to the Refugee Council of Australia, which has had its 
annual funding of $140,000 axed.

WEB
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/05/12/
budget-2015-asylum-seekers-border-control-and-
migration

Transfield on notice as heat 
turned up over Nauru centre
Max Chalmers 
New Matilda, 19 May 2015
Representatives from a major service provider for 
the Nauru detention centre have faced a grilling by a 
parliamentary committee, and may now be forced to 
appear again after struggling to respond to questions 
put to them by Senators. The inquiry is being held in 
the wake of the Moss Review, which found evidence 
of serious sexual assaults in the detention centre.

WEB
https://newmatilda.com/2015/05/19/transfield-
notice-heat-turned-over-nauru-detention-centre
Contributed by Diana Woolley

budget 2015


